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cut the knot. I think this is 9 question of that || sion of this subject now, for wantof time. Idi 
class, and I think with my friend from Kentucky, || not particip: eben of sitees 

(Mr. Breckinripes,) that the very best ie the Bene 

which the House can do, i ne ti 


& - ¥ ° 
isto Heres sets meee || wieeaited by chs goatiomen’ from Penncyiven mt 
of the committee of conference, and cut this knot || made y mir at th | ’ 
by giving to the ci Texas $7,7 ; ae 
which ! Re 


to them and Texas. ge y See 5 i * v 
Mr. GIDDINGS. As my friend from Penn- 
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the debts of Texas any more than the people of 
Texas should be taxed to pay the debts of | , 









sylvania? ~ 4° ft gentleman fon ane Chair must decide 
Mr. HOWE. My reply to the gentleman is, || that it is not in order to make anything more than 

that the State of Texas y her’ eee oy Wer 

whole te ee te ee sasyt ak: + seabeainint , Woes tha ee. etmertone Tat 
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vious question, and yield the floor to the gentle- || H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, John J. 
man from New York in order that he may makea Tharton, ‘Frou f= dome @ eben a a = aed? 
al 


personal explanation, provided he renews the call | Waker, ley, Warren, Wells, John Wentworth, Tap- 
when he finished what he has to say. | pas Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, Daniel B, 
The AKER. Then the gentleman retains | Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—139. 


the floor, and yields to the gentleman from New || ‘So the House refused to lay the report of the 


York for personal explanation. || committee of conference upon the table. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to say but one word || Mr. HAVEN. 1 desire once more to ask the 
to i ay on ~ oo silica sia } gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Howe] to 
Gene hain ‘ed by th J fi New || withdraw his call for the previous question. I 

g occupied by the genueman from New || was in the committee which examined this matter 


York for a personal explanation, but I do object | in the first instance. 
t6 the committee of conference coming in here, | wae GCLINGMAN. 
making two speeches in favor of the bill, calling || eral 
7 aed pe rird arennraphesal Enesing those who | for the submission of renarks upon the bill. Y 
Mr. HAVEN. If the House will permit me a | ae MAVEN. ..t.enly desire to pes Gyms 
moment I wiil say that I do not want the floor for || “Mr. HOWE. I am admonished by gentlemen 
the purpose of a personal explanation merely. I || upon my right and upon my left that f shall be 
would not take up the time of the House for that || called on to yield the floor to them for the same 


I object. There are sev- 
entlemen who desire the same opportunity 





purpose, I want to put my opinions briefly upon || purpose. 1 should be really glad to accommodate 
the record. v oa so lt -, rae ee || the gentioman from New York, but in doing so 
occupy more than Sve minutes. can get the || now, | shall involve myself in much difficulty. 


floor for that time, without any further condition, |, 


I am willing to take it; otherwise I am willing to | 


The call for the previous question received a 
|| second, and the main question was ord 


ered to be 


| of the committee of conference. 


vote on the report. eo 
Mr. McMULLIN. I want four or five minutes | aa : 
for the same | The question recurred on agreeing to the report 


Mr. HOWE. I should be much pleased in- | 


tee of Ways and Means were discharged 


deed to afford my friend from New York an oppor- | 
tunity to express his opinions on this subject; | 
but, as he says that he does not desire the floor for | 


a personal explanation, by yielding to him I may 
be called on by two hundred and thirty-four gen- 


tlemen for the same purpose, with precisely the || 


same prosty. I feel, therefore, bound, as the 
House has indulged me so kindly in the discursive 
remarks which | have made, to put an end to the 


discussion by insisting on my call for the previous | 


question. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I believe, Mr. Speaker, 


that it is now in order to move to lay the bill upon || 


the table. 
The SPEAKER. It is. 


order. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If this report of the com- 


|| mittee of conference be disagreed to, is it not 


comipetent for the House to then ask for another 
conference? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I call the gentleman to 
Debate is out of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON, I know when! am in order. 

The SPEAKER. The House can do what it 
pleases. If this report be disagreed to, another 
committee of conference can be appointed. 

The question was taken; and the report was 


agreed to—yeas 123, nays 77; as follows: 





YEAS—Mesers. Aiken, Willis Allen, Appleton, David 


tpg i 


Oo See pte 


_Mr. McMULLIN. Then I submit that mo- || 3. gaiiey, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barry, Bell, Ben- 
| nett, Bliss, Breckinridge, Bridges, Bristow, Bugg, Cam 


tion. 
Mr. HAMILTON. I desire to ask the Chair || bell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Clark, 


; : : | Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cum- 
& question fur information. If the call for the || ming, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De Witt, 


previous question is seconded, and the main ques- | pick; Dickinson, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, 
tion ordered to be now put, will the report of the || Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Eliott, English, Fenton, Flor- 
committee of conference be divisible ? ‘ | ence, Gamble, Goodrich, Green, Grey, Andrew J. Harian, 

The SPEAKER. It will not. Harrison, Hastings, Hendricks, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, 


K Kurtz, Lath Lindsley, L M ald, Me- 
Mr. HAMILTON. Then the House will be | Dougall, McNair, Mace, Macy, Maticeon, Maxwell, Mayall, 
brought to vote upon the report as a whole. | Meacham, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Olds, Orr, Peck- 
The SPEAKER. The report of the committee || bam, P ee ie eee m8 > rng 
of conference must be voted on as a whole. It || Eoryeat ecady, Meese, Middle, Mavid Kitchie, thomas 
a Ritchey, Robbins, Rowe, Sabin, Sa Seward, Seymour 
cannot be divided, whether the call for the pre- Seman mer A. Bai thn Gamteh’ 
vious question is, or is not sustained. , 


| Shannon, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith 
Mr. HAMILTON, I demand the yeas and || 
| 





| George W. Smyth, Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard 
2. at ane = one — David Stuart, 
: ohn J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tel- 
nays on the motion to lay the report upon the | ler, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Walbrid Wa er, 
table. | Walley, Warren, Wells, John Wentworth, Westbrook, 
The ree and nays were ordered. aan ees Beale B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, 

: : | and Zollicoffer—123, 
oe Soya - J withdraw my motion to | NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Ashe, 
upon the taole. : | Barksdale, ‘Beleber, Benson, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, 
r. HAMILTON. I renew it. | Caruthers, Caskie, Chastain, Chrisman, Cobb, Craige, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I demand the yeas |, John G. Davis, Edgerton, Edmundson, Ellison, Etheridge, 
and nays on the motion. | Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Fuller, Giasings) Queda, 900%, 


The yeas and nays were ordered. | Hamilton, Aaron Harian, Haven, Herin, Hibbard, yond 


| Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 

Jones, Kidwell, ae Knox, Lamb, Lane, Letcher, 
Lilly, Lindley, MeCulloch, McMullia, McQueen, Mau- 
rice, Milison, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, 
Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Parker, Phelps, Pow- 
etl, Pringle, Ruffin, Russell, Sage, Shaw, Shower Si 

ton, Skelion, Stratton, Tracy, Vansant, Wade, Billihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, and 


The question was taker; and the motion was } 
disagreed to—yeas 46, nays 139; as follows: 


















» McCulloch, McMullin, 


Yates—77. 
owel, Rute, Rosell, | Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I move to reconsider 
B. W , and || the vote by which the 


lay the motion to reesinabiele upon the table. 
he latter motion was agreed to. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. | 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to. a 
question of privilege. In the Globe of this morn- 
ing, which contains the pr 3 of 
last, | am 





February 21, 


WILLIAM H. DE FORREST. . 
On motion by Mr. HIBBARD, the Commit. 
from the 
farther consideration of the memorial of William 
H. De Forrest, claiming indemnity for the destruc. 
tion of sonie ho by Captain Hollins, near 
Greytown, and leave was granted to the memo- 
rialist to withdraw the same. 


PUBLIC LANDS TO RAILROADS IN ALABAMA, 


The SPEAKER. Reports are now in order 
from the Committee on Public Lands. 
_Mr. HOUSTON. Has the morning hour ex. 


ired? 

: The SPEAKER. It has not yet commenced. 

Mr. COBB, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill; which was read a first and 
second time by its title, as follows: 

A bill to the State of Alabama public lands in 
alternate sections, to aid in the construction of railroads 
from Mobile to Girard, from Selma to or near Gunter’s 
Landing, with branches from or near Gadsden, through 
Wills and Chattanooga Valleys to the eastern State line of 
Alabama; from Memphis, Tennessee, to a point intersect- 
ing the*Nashville, Chattanooga and Charleston railroad, at 
or near Stephenson, Alabama; from Beard’s Bluffs, via 
Elyton and Tuscaloosa, to some point on the Mobile and 
Ohio railroad, and from Montgomery to the northern State 
line of Alabama, via Decatur and Athens, in said State. 


TheSPEAKER. The Clerk will now read the 
bill through. 


Mr. WARREN. This isa railroad bill of the 
ordinary character. It contains precisely the same 
guards and restrictions as the bills which have 
already passed contained. Therefore I ask that 
its first reading may be dispensed with. 

The SPEAKER. Isit the unanimous pleasure 
of the House that the first reading of the bill be 
dispensed with? 

Mr. HAMILTON. Tobject. I want to hear 
every provision of every railroad bill. 

The Clerk read the bill in extenso. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. ker, the House will see 
that this is just such a bill as has been reported in 
this body for the various States in the Union, 
asking grants of lands. I will state, before I pro- 
ceed to give a history of the rise and progress of 
the roads which it is now proposed to be provided 
for, that there are a number of roads included in 


| this bill. The reason that there are so many 


roads embraced is, that they are being constructed 
by different companies, and therefore it is neces- 
sary that each one should be mentioned in the 
bill. In some inatances they pass for one hundred 
and fifty or two hundred miles through a country 
where there are but little public lands. 

I will also state, for the information of the 
House, that the whole length of the roads running 
through the public lands embraced in this bill, is 
only eight hundred and fifteen miles, while the total 
length is one thousand one hundred and twenty- 
nine miles and three quarters, being three hun- 
dred and fourteen and three quarter miles through 
a State in which there are no lands to be granted. 
It is fair and proper that I should state these facts, 
because I do not intend to take the House by sur- 
prise. 

Now, sir, I propose to state some facts to which 
I ask the earnest attention of the House, which 
will show, that not only is the State of Alabama 
interested in the of this bill, but man 
others in the Union, many of them to a muc 

r extent than my own. 
The Mobile and Girard railroad leads from Co- 







lumbus, ia, to Mobile, Alabama; length two 

hundred and miles; connects with the Geor- 

ee northeast, and Mobile and 

ew Orleans southwest, passing through from 

Girard, for one hundred miles, a fine agricultural 

country—thence to Mobile through a poor _ 

country; land extremely poor—good for nothing 

stock, : ( tion 

én $300,000; the balance ie Aone, wil 

7 i in. -two miles process of con- 
, 8 Par Hake, RW pee 

ere is something to which I usk the per 

result to the Government in selling 
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length of time these lands have been in market; 
for it is important that, although this bill gives us 
a good deal of land, it is worth but very little, 


| Semcng perpsnenComnes psl inca 
ng purposes. in, 
| much of the road now under contract for grading. 
without the construction of the roads, which have || Subscription mostly by persons on theline. Land | 
been culled for these many years: through which it 
Land brought into market in 1819 and 1823— | in 1819 and 1821. Amount of land granted will | 
from thirty to thirty-five years ago—through which || be comparatively small, since the effects of the | 
this road runs. graduation actin bringing into market an immense | 
Grant of land asked for, about four hundred | amount along the line of road, together with the 
and fifty thousand acres—before the passage of | proposed construction of the road. 
the graduation bill; of course much less now. I will say to my friends from Pennsylvania 
Now, in reference to the Memphisand Charles- | upon this floor, that they must not be alarmed at 
ton railroad. that word ‘* manufacturing,’’ and flare off. The 
It leads from Memphis, Tennessee, to the Nash- | company are going to endeavor to make their own 
ville, Chattanooga, and Charleston railrvad. |jwailroad iron in the neighborhood of the road, for 
Length of road and branches, two hundred and || there is an abundance of coal and iron upon the 
eighty-eight and a half miles. Connects with the | line. 
Mississippi river, west; with the Tennessee, Geor: Now, Mr. Speaker, it will cost to finish all these 
gia, and Virginia, north; and South Carolina || roads about $18,500,000. If Congress grant to 
roads, east, passing through portions of Tennes- || the State of Alabama what this bill proposes to | 
see, Mississippi, and Alabama. grant, to aid in the construction of these roads, it | 
Length through public land one hundred and | will be only giving one million six hundred thou- | 
fifty miles; gets but little; being nearly all taken || sand and odd acres of land, less by three hundred | 
up that is suitable for agriculture; timber and lime- || thousand acres than was appropriated to the Illi- 
stone rocks plenty. nois railroad. And then let the House take this 
Good for lime—a very useful article. Now, || into consideration: these lands have been in the | 
mark what we are doing towards completing this | market for the last twenty, thirty, or forty years, | 
road. This will show you that itis no humbug; | and have not found purchasers. 
that it is no air operation; but that it is founded | 
upon dollars and cents, and is sure to be con- 
structed. Completed in Tennessee and Alabama, 
one hundred and six miles and a half. Capital 
necessary to complete the road about $4,000,000, | 
of which $3,700,000 is taken, and much paid in, | 
principally by persons on the line. Nearly all of 
the road graded. One hundred thousand dollars | 
worth of irom now in New Orleans, as I am in- | 









| 
i 





But suppose | 


in what proportion do you think you contribute | 
for the purpose of completing these roads, pro- 

vided’ you made a clear donation to the State? | 
They will have cost, as I stated, $18,500,000. | 
Now, the land proposed to be granted could not | 
be sold for a sum which would pay one eleventh | 
part of the cost of the road; and that is all which 

Congress wil! have contributed to build these great | 
formed. and important railroads, the making of which | 

The grant of land now asked for—and a few | will bring thousands of acres into market that | 
dollars of subscription—will complete the road in || would, perhaps, never have been sold, and which 
three years, thus forming one unbroken connec- || will connect Alabama with every State of the 
tion, principally by railroad,.to the Canadas. || Union. Will you not come forward, then, and | 
Grants of land, about one hundred and fifty thou- || cheerfully contribute this one eleventh part of the | 
sand acres before the passage of the graduation || cost toward the construction of these important 
act, of course, much less now. Land brought into roads—roads which will connect with Mobile bay, 
market in 1809 and 1818, from thirty to thirty-five || and with every portion of the country, north, east, 
years ago. 1| will state to the House that since || and west? 
the passage of the graduation act, nearly five My time, Mr. Speaker, admonishes me to con- 
hundred thousand acres of land have been sold at || clude my remarks, which I will do—the constitu- 
one land office situated near this road. tional question having been discussed and dis- 

Alabama and Tennessee river railroad and || posed of—by simply moving the previous ques- | 
branches from Selma to or near Gunter’s landing, || tion. I dothis because want a vote upon it now. | 
Alabama, on the Tennessee river, leading from || When I was before my people, a part of this bill 
south to north, in the direction to Nashville, || was referred to, and | was upbraided with not 
Louisville, and the lakes, with branches through || having brought it forward, and properly advoca- | 
Wills and Chattanooga valleys, to connect the || ting it before the House, and that | had not even | 
Tennessee, Georgia, Virginia, North and South | done that which I might have done. If | do not | 
Carolina line of railroads. 

Length of road and branches two hundred and 
eighty-three miles within Alabama. Capital stock 
about $4,000,000, about $3,000,000 taken; fifty- 
six miles completed, and much of the residue un- 
der contract. Benefits to flow to the Government 
innumerable, by bringing into market a quantity 
of mineral and timber land now too remote to be 
useful—connecting the North and South. The 
land through which the road passes has been in 
market from five to thirty-five years, having been 
mostly brought into market in 1819. 

Now, let me say to the House something rel- 
ative to the character of the country through which | 
this road . _ The distance from the naviga- 
ble waters of the Tennessee river to Selma, on the 
Alabama, is about one hundred and fifty miles. 
Between those two rivers there are about fifty or 
sixty miles of the richest coal, iron, and marble 
country that you can perhaps find apres and 

nest 


they have recently discovered prone the 
copper mines Gencsist in the nited Staten. You 





| 
| 
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successfully enter the canvass [laughter] on which 
I am about to enter for reélection. 

I do not want any charge to be made against 
mé that this House Sa not acted upon any meas- 
ure in which my people have an interest. | ask | 
the House to vote for this bill. My people are 
a people who do not want nor ask for what is 
wrong; but they are a grateful people; and if this 
bill is passed, they will show their gratitude b 
finishing the roads, and inviting a connection wit. 
them, thereby facilitating the commerce of the 
country. And not only will they be thankful to 
me, but they will contribute much to the pros- 
perity of the States of Tennessee, Kentucky, and 
Ohio, in opening’ a new market to their pork, bag- 
ging and rope, flour, and other productions. The | 
passage of this bill will be a matter of great satis- 
faction to us, and of immense interest to the citizens 
of those States which are particularly interested in 
finding a market a us for their productions. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I ask my colleague 
not to call the previous question, as I have an 
amendment, which I want to propose to this bill. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That all the benefits and priv- 

















iscom 
he Northeast and Southwest rail leads 
— — Bluff, on the Tennessee river, via 


to the Mobile and Ohio 





nu at or near where the Vi and shal be extended t States of Alabama and Fonda, for 

connecting ihe Staten of “e Missi pa? || Bama, to Pensacola, | " 
labama, psand thenorthern | Mr.Si{NGLETON. 1 would ask th tl 

States. 6 lip pre sy? wa agan a gr man from Alabama 8 (Mr. Conn] what has Become 

miles. The face of the country through it || of the Mississippi and Alabama railroad bil!, which 

passes, now public, contains an abundanee of iron woeorieres © De cammines an Potvie Lavds) 

pro nenieiion hauled ‘waa nee aan pen econ of that bill, and has th +o 

on committee . e in- 

y to one hundred miles. Capital about)! structions of the committee to report it. 
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was brought into market | 


that the grant contemplated by this bill be made, || 


now get a vote upon this bill, I cannot, of course, || 


|| quantity of land which it will brin 
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Let me say, lest it might be considered that I 
have acted hastily in reporting this bill, that | gave 
way last session to two railroad bills—one of them 
the Wisconsin bill, and the other the Minnesota 
bill—and the fact of my yielding for that bill to be 
reported in preference to this, while I really had 
the floor to a my bill, is one great point with 
which I have been charged. The House, at that 
time, took action upon that bill. 

And now let me say that, in offering this bill, 





| 


| I offer a bill a part of which, so far as the appro- 


| priation of land is concerned, is the second bill 
| that was ever offered, or prepared to be offered, to 
| the Congress of the United States containing that 
| proposition. Since it was first brought forward 
| millions of acres of land have been granted w 
| other States for similar es : 
| Mr. ABERCROMBIE, §Lask my colleague to 
PES em See DO, NN 
ouse 


Mr. COBB. Oh, yes; certainly. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I only wish to say a 
| few words in relation to the bill now before the 
| House. The amendment which I have offered is 
| to appropriate lands to the town of Montgomery, 
| and the city of Pensacola, which are distant frora 


‘| each other some one hundred and sixty or one 


hundred and seventy miles. A large portion of 
the region between these places possesses ne 
public lands. The line of railroad runs through a 
| rich and fertile country, and the lands are already 
sold. The lands asked for by this amendment 
are worthless to the General Government, and are 
worthless to the State; they can never be sold 
until some improvement is made in them. There 
are no inhabitants there, but gophers and sala- 
manders. It is a country which, in its present 
condition, cannot be settled. But if this amend- 
ment be adopted the contiguous lands will be im- 
proved, and then they will bring some profit to 





| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


'| the Government, and revenue to the State, as it 


will afford the means of transporting timber which 
cannot be made use of unless such means are 


|| vided. The Great Western railroad, from Girard 


to Mobile, passes, for a great extent, through a 
pine wood country, where the land is entirely 
valueless. It has been in the market for thirty 
years, and has not been sold. These lands have 
recently, under the graduation act, been cut down 
to twelve and ahalf cents an acre. Thousands of 
acres of these lands have been sold lately, and the 
balance is entirely useless, and will remain eo for- 


|| ever unless some improvement be made in the 


| country by which the lands can be made avail- 
able. The Government may hold on to these lands, 
but they. cannot be sold unless such improvement 
be made; which, if made, will bring :mmense 
advantage to the State by giving it settlers, and 
opening facilities for the sale of timber and tur- 
pentine, This is not a favor to the State alone; 
it is a favor as well to the Government. It will 
be the means of bringing a revenue to the Gov- 
ernment which it never otherwise could get, 

I state these facts from my own knowledge, and 
I hope that my character in this House will repel 
distrust as to my statement. I am confident that 





|| the Government will be benefited by the measure, 


and every man khows the same who has any ac- 
quaintance with that district of country. It is not 
a gift presented by the Government without remu- 
neration. The Government will find itself fully 
remunerated when it comes to see the immense 
into market, 
and the value of turpentine and timber which will 
be brought into market by it. It will render those 
timbered lands very valuable. I know that thereis 
no ion in any of these roads, and | know 
that neither the Montgomery, nor the road from 
Girard to Mobile, are a es — 
speculative purposes e road for which the 
of the Getermaet is now asked will prove a great 
benefit to the planters of that section of the coun- 
try, as it will open a means by which they may be 
able to reach market. It is to run along the 
ders of a prairie country, where the roads are 
almost impassable in the rainy, unpleasant season 
of the year, so that the best teams cannot carry 
more than four or five bales of cotton at a time. 
Recent! y $1,000,000 have been aubscribed to the 
stock of this road at Mobile, which will insure 
its completion. There are twenty-two miles of 
the road now in running order, and there are 
twenty or thirty miles more which are under con- 
tract. 


The road runs, a part of the way, through 


} 
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j ; id of || he direction 
a portion of the country that requires the aid of || herein provided for, shall be furnished under the direct 
the Government. If the southern part of the road | "4 supervision of the Superintendent of the Public Print- 


had as much population as the other portion has, | ae 7 
they could build. that section of the road without cone was taken; and the amendment 


asking the aid of the Government. The very m 
thin = that prevents the building of the road is Mr. MURRAY offered the following amend- 
the fat, that along a large portion of the line of | ment thereto: 
the road the people are very poor, have not the 
capital to subscribe for the stock. My colleague 
has gaid so much upon this subject, that I feel 
it unnecessary for me to add anything more in 
rd to the necessity that exists for aid at the | 
hands of the General Government. I could say a 
great deal more upon this question, to show the 
advantage the country would derive from the con- | Orrice Screrinrenvent Posiic PRixtine, } 
struction of this road, if it were necessary to do so. | WasuincTon, January 23, 1 
I do not think that there has been a railroad bill || , St®* [have the honor to submit, in order that they may 


| be laid before Congress, additional estimates for the print- 
before the House where the Government would || ing as tog eaboiaes departments. " 


derive a greater advantage, and be more largely | _ It will be seen, on referring to the letters from the Post 
benefited, than they would be by the passage of || Offiee Department, (marked A and B,) that this Office could 
the bill now ander consideration. |, net procure the information necessary to enable me to in- 
: -_ +p || clude the printing for that Department in the regular esti- 
ae qONES a ennessee, oo the Chair if |) mates prepared prior to the commencement of the present 
e morn our has not expir 
Mr. COBB. 


session. 
There isa motion I desire to make | 


thereof ** $146,500.”’ 
Mr. MURRAY. I send to the Clerk a letter 
explaining the amendment, which I move the read- 


pe hea 
he motion was agreed to; and the letter was 
accordingly read, as follows: % 


For the paper and printing for the Post Office Depart- 


: . : | ment, agreeably to the schedule furnished by that Depart- 
in order to keep the bill from being entirely lost, | Mehion the 16th of November, 1854, the sum of $6,250 


and I will now make it. I move, therefore, to | will be required; and, agreeably to the schedule of the 18th 
Seon the bill to the Committee on Public | ingen, a entitional sum of $85,250; making together the 
ds; and upon that motion I call for the previ- | 84m 0f 391,500. : 
oe etn : | ceca memes esas nes 
Mr. McDOUGALL. With the leave of the || Department for the term of four years. 
gentleman from Alabama, I desire to offer an | he printing act of 26th August, 1852, (Sec. 13) pro- 
amendment to the amendment. Ifthe gentleman || vided that no contract then in force should be ae 
ill give me the o rtunity to present it now, ! that act, and consequently the blanks for the Post ce 
wu give | > Pre any P , || Department have been furnished up to this time by the old 
will go with him for sustaining the demand for the || contractors. That contract expires on the Ist of April next, 
hg question; otherwise I hope the demand || mee rae, General has wegnes oie ome - the 
or the previous question and the motion to recom- || Probable amount of paper required for such blanks. “pon 
mit the bill to the Committee on Public Lands, || a nasns StPSEORS of the. sppengeintions Sopa, 
will not be sustained. || Until recently a large amount of printing has been exe- 
Mr. COBB. 1 insist upon my demand for the | cuted by persons who had contracts for binding blank books 
revious question | for the various Departments, This printing consisted of 
P ONE ‘T I h hat || headings, blanks, records, &c., and was a subject of sep- 
Mr.J S,of Tennessee. I move, then, that || arate charge~the person having such binding contract fur- 
the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 


nishing the paper, printing, and binding, and obtaining his 
pay from the contingent fund of the several Departments. 
of the Union This class of printing is now, however, required to be 
which directs that all printing shall be executed by the 
public printer. 

Additional appropriations will be required for this ser- 
vice. 

As the existing contracts for the printing of the Post 
Office Department will expire on the Ist of April next, 
being three months before the expiration of the present fiscal 
year, and as, from the causes above stated, there will be a 
deficiency in the amount appropriated at the Jast session 
for executive printing, it will be necessary to insert an 
item in the civil and diplomatic bill, to the fullowing effect: 

For supplying a deficiency in the appropriation for the 
printing of the executive departments, $32,875. 


whether an amendment to the amendment is now 
proce! 

TheSPEAKER. There is but a single amend- 
ment to the bill, and that is offered by the gentle- 
man from aleater a Apbercromate. | 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment to the amendment now pending. 

The SPEAKER. It would not bein order, the | 
previous question having been demanded by the 
Poceran pn Meroe dha oa a t a aarnneew to eeeave the aroprcieten & 

‘ — the printing for the executive departments, &c., from the 

Mr. COBB. When I reported this bill, I did not | cum btated tn line six hundred and twenty-two of the civil 
r . such i proposition as the gentleman from || ent See uD, to nee aa 

alifornia [Mr. McDovcatt] desires to submit. fery respectfully your obedient servant, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I pin poo the vote being [I io. wy, 12 a oh Oe ARAMA 5 Repornetontany 
taken on Ng me of the gentleman from Ten- Chairman House Committee on Printing. 
nessee, [Mr. Jones. : : 

Mr. ECKEAM: Has the motion of the gen- op io wan (hen put; and the aqpondqnens 
tleman from Tennessee the preference of any other | " : 
motion before the House? : é | tier BOVE TOM:.: oy - ermnigrts ie Sey 

The SPEAKER. That motion has the prefer- || '"S “P the bill, the words ‘assistant anaes and 
ence. If the House refuse to go into the Commit- | Tefiner ’’ were omitted from line six hundred and 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, the || twenty in the appropriation for the su t of the 


next question will be on seconding the demand for || Mintat Philadelphia. I move that they be inserted 
The question was put; and the amendment was 


the previous question. || Sites thn word <‘ansager, ® 
. € question was then taken upon Mr. Janes’s om 
motion; and it was decided in the affirmative— || 98"ee¢ %-. . ‘ ; " af 
ayes 79, noes 53. | The following clause being under consideration: 
‘ «“ Fo ' 
acnah SAVES MD pin oleate dibn-ns | ae United States Mint forcoinage, 910,000 
‘he House accordingly itself into the || Mr. CUTTING moved to amend the same b 
- — ana Scere state of the oe _ adding the following proviso: z 
(Bes ious sail ch wa \ makinean, || -.£rovided, AN bullion required by Taw to be transmitted 
consideration of House bill (No. 569) making ap- | from said office to the Mint for coinage, shall, if practicable, 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses | be ia the form of refined bars. 
= Government for the year ending the 30th of | Mr. CUTTING. | I will say to the committee 
une, 1856, and for other purposes. , that a differenee of opinion has arisen as to the 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered the follow- || construction to be given to the agt establishing the 
oe pens to come in at the end of line six hun- | assay office in New York, ° 
and twenty-two: | “= || Mr. CHANDLER. The gentleman will allow 

















oe The blank ee ee the || me to interrupt him by a point of order, It is 
for, shall be furnished nnd super. | that the amendment is not in order; not being ger- 
Vision of the Superintendent of > mane to the matter at all. 


all 
"Si shant the se ee nee Mr. CUTTING. © Well, I submit to the 
So that the clause would then read: Chairman that the amendment is just the thing. 
«For paper ‘and printing for the executive depariments, The poet in ee hen ie 
Siar Wade nal heusl = of sppropri of bullion from the New York assay 
' 35,000: Provided, The oks, binding and || Office to the United States Mint, and my amendment 
ruling of the same for the several executive departments, || provides that the bullion so transported shall, as 
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| Mr. CUTTING, 1 will 


a | ation, and, having only five minutes, I hope | 
To strike out * $35,000,"’ and insert in lieu || shall not be interrupted. 





|| 
| 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to understand | done in accordance with the provisions of the printing act, || 
i| 





February 21, 


far as practicable, be in refined bars, which wil] 
rate to i their being refined in New York, 





require 
The CHAIRMAN, If the amendment pro. 


peese to change any existi 
h 


law, it is not in order, 
ether it does so or not 


notas yet appear, 
on with the explan- 


I was saying, a differ. 


|| ence of opinion has arisen as to the true construc. 
tion of the law in relation to the functions of the 
assay office in New York. By the original act, 
| establishing that office, its duties were to receive 


bullion, to melt it, part it, refine it, assay it, and 
then stamp the exact value upon the bar, or ingot, 
_into which it should be ran. 
The assay office went into o ion, and for 
six weeks received gold dust and bullion, and per. 
| formed those functions. At the expiration of 
about six weeks the director of the Mint at Phila. 
delphia raised a question for the consideration of 
| the Secretary of the Treasury. While it was 
conceded that such were the functions of the office 
|in New York, it was insisted that where the 
owner of gold, which was to be melted and re- 
fined, delivered it to the office in New York, and 
asked to receive for that gold refined bars, then 
the office in New York wasto perform all the 
operation of refining; but if the owner of the gold 
demanded pay in coin, then it was insisted that 
all the New York office could do was to melt and 
assay, and in that shape send the gold, partially 
refined, to the Mint in Philadelphia, for the pur- 
pose of having the process of refining, thus com- 
menced in New York, completed in Philadelphia. 
The Secre of the Treasury decided that the 
office in New York had the right to finish the 
| whole operation of melting and refining. He, 
however, left Washington and went to Louisville, 
and during his absence the Assistant Secretary of 
|the Treasury issued an order, suspending for 
| ninety days the power of the New York office to 
do more than melt and assay, and prehibiting the 
office from refining and running into bars, unless 
the owner of the gold demanded pay in coin. 
| Subsequently that construction has been adhered 
to 





In my opinion such a construction is contrary 
to law, which I will take the liberty to read for 
| the purpose of letting the House see that it was 
not the intention of Congress that this gold should 
be simply melted in the New York office, and 
then forwarded to Philadelphia to have the opera- 
tion of refining completed; and. I have not the 
smallest doubt but that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury was right in the construction which he put 
upon this act. 1 will ask the careful attention of 
the committee while I read. By the tenth section 
of the act it was provided ‘* that the Secretary of 
the Treasury is authorized and required to estab- 
lish in the city of New York an office for the 
receipt,” and for what? ‘and for the melting, 
refining, parting, and assaying of gold and silver 
bullion, and foreign coin, and for casting the same 
| into bars, ingots, or disks.”” 

Here, then, we have the functions of the office. 
ac tl gna sees, ae is to perform a 
the operations melting, ning, parting, 
assa le. (Here the hammer fell} . 

r. CHANDLER. Does the Chair decide 
that the amendment is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is unable to 
see’ that the amendment is out of order. The 
question is one of fact for the committee. 

Mr. SKELTON. The reading of the very act 
by the gentleman from New York shows that the 
amendment Coren to change the existing law. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Of course it is an attempt 
to change the’ existing law. If the rtment 
has authority it can decide on the now. 
If it has not we must pass a ial act to enable 
it to do it. TI understood, from the Chair’s pre- 
vious decisions, that it was not in order to com- 
mence any legislation in this bill that we are only 

a : money certain purposes. 
tite the imention to argue the amendment, | 
have another ground to take in my five minutes. 

~The CHAIRMAN. If the amendment propo- 
ses to change the construction given by the Depart- 
ment to an existing law it virtually proposes & 
change ofthatlaw, WEN 3 

Mr, ene I eee liberty of 
saying } to its being in order: An appropri- 
ation is now proposed to be made for the trans- 
portation of bullion from the New York assay office 





we ee om eee Oe eens em Cs eee il bed 
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the United States Mint for coinage, of $10,000. 
That is what is proposed—to make this a i 
ation for the transportation of bullion from New 
York to Philadelphia for coinage: Now, my || 
amendment is that that $10,000 shall not pass un- 





net value thereof, and of all foreign coins deposited in said 
office, shall be ascertained, and. the treasurer shall there- 
upon forthwith issue his certificate of the net value thereof, 
payable in coins of the same metal as that deposited, either 
at the office of the assistant treasurer of the United States, 
in New pastes at the Mint of the United States, at ‘the 
. || Option of the depositor, to be expressec: in the certificate 
less the New York office sends to the Philadel | which certificate shall be receivable at any time within 

hia office theballion after it hasbeenrefined. It | sixty days from the date thereof, iu payment of alt debts 
js an objection to that appropriation. tis a lim- || due to the United States at the port of New York for the | 
itation of the appropriation. It is an objection to |! full sum therein certified; all gold or silver bullion and for- 
ite passing woless Wwe Put ® proviso to it which | icon deposited, meet, parted, relied. og ansayed, a 
shall describe what is the service to be rendered | said office into bars, ingots, or dieks, either of pure metal | 
for that $10,000. Therefore, it seems to me that | or of santas tecoem, { as the ques mag prefers) witha || 
sf to thi biect. Icis not, by || 8ta™p_thereon of such form and device as shail be pre- || 
m . pottery Gree fa spa Rien, yt | scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, accurately desig | 

’ , % f a . | 

not introducing a new proposition; | am aonting i 


nating its weight and fineness: Provided, That no ingot, | 
bar, or disk, shall be cast of less weight than five ounces, 

with an appropriation regularly reported; and 

say in regard to this appropriation, thus regularly 

before the committee, that it ought not to pass un- 


unless the same be of standard fineness, and of either one, 
two, er tree ounces in weight.. And all goid or silver bul- | 
less with an amendment limiting the terms upon 
which the $10,000 are paid, 














lion and foreign coin intended by the depositor to be con- | 
verted into the coins of the United States, shall, as soon as 
assayed, and its net value certified as above provided, be | 
transferred to the Mint of the United States, under such 


<2 * : directions as shall be made by the Secretary of the Treas- | 
¥. fa bk HER. Is itin order to debate this wy, and a the expense ofthe contingent fund of the Mint, 
2 ; t n Secretary of the Treas- 
The CHAIRMAN. It is not until there has || ury is hereby authorized, withthe approval of the President 


of the United States, to make the necessary ations || 
for the adjustment of the accounts between the respective || 
Officers, upon the tranefer of any bullion or coin between | 
See in New 
Mr. CUTTING. Now, Mr. Chairman, it will || 
be seen that this amendment does not provide for | 
charging the law, but that it is simply to give ita | 
construction. i| 
Mr. WITTE. I beg leave to read the law to 
which this amendment refers. Here it is: 
“And the gold and silver bullion, and foreign coin, 
intended by the depositor to be converted into coins of the 
United States, shall, as soon as assayed, and its net value | 
certified, as above provided, be transferred to the Mint of 
the United States, under such directions &s shall be made 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, as the contingent fund of | 
the Mint, and shall there be coined.”’ 
Now, the point I wish to make is this, and it || 
is a point to which I ask the attention of the com- || 
mittee. The bullion deposited at the assay office || 
in New York is to be assayed, and its net value | 
ascertained, but not to be refined or parted for | 
eo That must be done at the parent Mint. | 
If bullion sent to the different assay offices could | 
be refined and partéd there, and stamped for | 
coinage, we should have a different standard of || 
coinage. I do not know that there has been any || 
different practice, and if there has been, the prac- | 
tice is evidently in error. The law is specific upen || 
that subject. Bullion may be deposited at the || 
assay office in New York, where it may be || 
assayed, and its value ascertained and certified, 1 
but the process of refining and parting must take | 
place at the parent Mint, in Philadelphia. I 


been a ruling and an appeal. The Chair would 
like to hear the explanation. 
Mr. CUTTING. I will only make one further 


remark. 

The CHAIRMAN, The debate is not in 
order. Objection is made, and \the Chair must 
enforcethe rule. The Chair rules the amendment 
out of order. It changes a construction given to 
the law by the Department, and therefore, virtu- 
ally changés the law. 

Mr. CUTTING. 
exactly accurate. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis theimpression of the | 
Chair, and he so rules.. If the committee think | 
otherwise, they can overrule the decision. 

Mr. CUTTING. Then I take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. I appeal on this 
round: [ am introducing no new appropriation. 
li introducing no new subject-matter. 
The CHAIRMAN, The Chair forgot, for the 
moment, that’a resolution was adopted by the 
House this morning elosing debate upon this bill. | 
Under that resolution the Chair rules that debate 

is out of order, unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WITTE. I would ask the unanimous 
consent of the committee to say a very few words. 

Mr. LETCHER. | object. We want to get 
along with the business. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair held that the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from New 
York was out of order to this bill. From that | 
decision the gentleman takes an appeal. The 
question now Is, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?” 





I do not think that that is | 





, : Mr. CUTTING. It will be observed that the | 

dtik Caled “. se Sor the Denne Or Eee quibble—I do not use the word disrespectfull y—— || 
Mr. SEWARD. [ object. Mr. SKELTON. | rise to a question of order. || 
Mr. FULLER. If weareto vote on an appeal | Is this discussion in order? 


a CHAIRMAN. It is not, if objection be || 
made. 

Mr. SKELTON. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. Phen debate upon the 

ion of order is out of order. In the opinion 

of the Chair, the law provides for one process of | 
refining, and the amendment for another. Upon 
this ground the Chair rules it to be out of order. | 

The question now being 


from the decision of the Chair, and the reading of 
that section of the law is pertinent to our voting 
understandingly on the question, | ask and hope 
that it may be read, 

The CHAIRMAN, The House have closed 
debaté, and the Chair, objection being made to the 
reading, must enforce the order of the House. 

Mr. FULLER. The Chair can state the 
grounds upon which he makes his decision. I 
call that section of the law to the Chair’s atten- 


tion. 
The Chair ruled the 





The CHAIRMAN. Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Lyow and | 


Witte were appointed 


The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 76, noes 42. | 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained by | 
the committee. . 


y . . 
ir, WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Let the law Tis See wie 


‘|| gum; so as to make it 


| 
1 
I 
| 
| 





ce to Nebraska Terri- | 


E. 


and insert ** two thousand six hundred and twenty- 


| five,’’ and to add ‘and the accounting officers of 


the Treasury shall audit and pay out of said sum 
the amount expended by acting-Governor Cum- 
ming in removing the remains of the late Governor 


| Burt from Nebraska to his late residence in South 
'*Carolina.”’ 


L ask the srespeen from Nebraska 
to accept of my amen wet adding $500 to the 
| . 

Mr. GIDDINGS. | aceept that as a modifica- 
tion of my amendment, 


The amendment, as modified, was agreed to. 


Mr.PHELPS. I propose the following amend- 
ment, to come in line seven hundred and 
twenty-nine: 

For the of taking the census authorized by the 
fourth section of act of May 30, 1854, $2,000. 

I have only. this explanation to give of this 
amendment; that is, that it is in accordance with 
estimates. By the act organizing the Territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska, it was provided that a 
census should be taken before the first election for 
members of the Territorial Legislature, and there 
was a provision, furthermore, that the persons 
eraployed by the Governor to take the census 
should receive a reasonable compensation for the 


| same. No appropriation has yet been made for 


that purpose, and the Secretary of the Treasury 
recommends this amount. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.PHELPS. * move to add $500 to the ap- 
propriation for contingent expenses of Kansas 
Territory, so as to make the amount $1,500 in- 
stead of $1,000. It is in accordance with the 
same estimate to which the gentleman from Ne- 
braska referred. 

Mr. LETCHER. What is the reason for the 
increase ? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Just because the 
other Territories have it. 

Mr. LETCHER. Weought to understand it. 

Mr.PHELPS. The committee have just now, 
upon the motion of the gentleman from Nebraska, 
added $500 to the appropriation for the contingent 
expenses of Nebraska Territory. The Secretary 
of the Treasury has submitted to this House esti- 
mates for $500 additional for the contingent ex- 
penses of each of those Territories. Those esti- 
mates were not before the Committee of Ways 
and Means at the time when the bill was , 
The estimates were submitted at the beginning of 
the week, if-I mistake not. 

Mr. ORR. But they have been printed. 

Mr. PHELPS. Yes, they have been printes 
and laid before members. No estimates had been 
submitted by the Governors of those Territories 
at the time the annual! estimates of the Secretary of 
the Treasury were made up. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. I have another amendment; 
to provide for the expenses of taking the census in 
Kansas. _ It is as follows: 


For the expenses of taking the census authorized by the 
fourth section of act of May 30, 1854, $2,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr.HOUSTON. [I am instructed by the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Meanesto offer the following 


“Shall the decision of | 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?’ || 


Mr. ORR demanded tellers. | 


amendment, to come under the head of Kansas 
Territory: 

F of ecti 
of Regeementanicns of the Unione Gyame;tesend season of 
whe Thirty Second Congress, $700. 

Mr. LETCHER. Where is that to come in? 

Mr. HOUSTON. At the end of line seven 
hundred and thirty-seven. 

Mr. LETCHER. How did that Delegate come 
here? There was no such Territory at that time. 


; err being under i the following | By what authority was he = for this 
The CHAIRMAN. It can be read if there be Sea a ime of said Territory, $1,000.” - | tun. eerste aia 
aos = . Mr. GIDDINGS, of Nebraska. I move to || . Mr. LETCHER. It reads the Thirty-Seeond 
tr. SEWARD, I withdraw my objection to amend that clause by inserting, after the word | Congress. ; 
the reading of the law. “ thousand,’’ the words “ five undred.’” ; Mr. HOUSTON. Thatisa mistake. Tt should 


* The eleventh section of the law was read, as 
follows: é 


That additional sppeepeenee is recommended 





; be changed to the Thirty-Third. It is im pur- 


“ ll. further the Secretary of reasury, in supplemental || Svance of an estimate. — ‘ 
omer of any gold over alion ik. dae. on eae coaeies sent in this week. It will’ make the || | Mr. LETCHER. _ is re oe 
or of any foreign coin, shall be sae the same || @Mount the same as has always been given to the | But a Delegate came here, during 7on- 
in the said and the trewseré? @ateeT ny * who was not elected by any authority, and 
dee ent oat Gee hans | Mc. ORR, I tried to hear the gentleman from |! do not want to pay him. 
raat eens rei te Pa Nebraska, but failed to do so. {desire to say to | The amendment was agreed to. 
mit tb renore tere. And ey him that I have prepared an amendment to the The following clause was then read: 
out delay, be melted, parted, assayed, and the Surtgiah to abe out ‘one thousand ,’” | “ For salaries of the district judges, $72,000." 








870 


Mr. PARKER. I offer an amendment to strike 
out all after the word “judges,” and insert the 
following; 


Inclusive of deficiencies for the year ending the 30th 
Inne next, $111,668. 





pensable because of the act which was approved 
esterday, regulating the salaries of the district 
Jodees of the United States, and the acts creating 


udges for the two new districts in Ohio and Illi- | 


nois. I have made the calculation carefully, and 
the amount | propose is correct to cover the defi- 
ciency for the current year, and the amount re- 
quired for the next fiscal year. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


The following clause was then read: 
«« For compensation of the district attorneys, §10,150.’’ 


Mr. HENN. I wish to offer the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of the clause 
just read: 

And the district attorney of Utah shall receive the same 
compensation as is now allowed by law to the district at- 
torney for the Territory of Oregon. 

{ will merely state that the amendment I have 
offered does not provide for an increase of com- 
pensation at all, but it allows the district attorney 
of Utah the same fees as are now allowed by law 
to the same officer in Oregon. 

Mr. LETCHER. I riseto a question of order, 
and I would ask if it is not changing a law? 

Mr. HENN. Not at all, 
thie officer in the Territory of Utah the same 


amendment makes use of the word ‘* compensa- 
tion’? when it should say “ fees,’’ if 1 correctly 
understand the meaning of the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from lowa. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would ask the gentleman 
from lowa to make the word “ fees’ instead of 
** compensation,” 

Mr. HENN. I accept the modification. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment as modified; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. WALKER. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

For repairs made in and furniture supplied for the court 
rooms and offices of the circuit court and district judges, 
the district attorney and marshal of the southern district of 
New York, rendered necessary in consequence of the de- 
struction of the court building by fire, $7,148 81. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I should like the gentleman 
from New York to state when that debt was in- 


curred? 
WALKER. During the recess of this 


Mr. 
Congress. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is a general appro- 
priation bill which is intended to cover this ex- 
penditure. 

Mr. CUTTING. There is no appropriation 
comsring. thie expenditure of money. 

Mr. 
destruction of the court-rooms and.offices, in the 
city of New York, in which the business of the 
judicial branch of the Government was carried 
on, upon the motion of my colleague (Mr. Cur- 
give) a law was passed enabling the marshal, 
ander the direction of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior,.to hire new court-rooms and offices for the 
district attorney, for the marshals, and for the 
other functionaries engaged in that depariment of 
Ceenenanne of New Yorksand mn Seneh the 
same necessary furniture. e neces- 
sary buildings were hired, and it then became 
necessary furniture and other articles for the 
use of the court should be provided at once. They 
were furnished by the marshal himself, and the 
amendment I have offered is intended to meet the 
actual expenses to which-the marshal was sub- 

for the of fitting up these rooms; 


and it was done with So erent srontny 
Mr. ORR. By whom this account been 

audited and vouched? Has it undergone the 

anmeieny pt one como ee? : 

r. WALKER. We have the certificates of 
the judges of the courts of New York, and of the 
district there, that the work has been 
ea e have vouchers for this account 
the Department of the Interior, and the tes- 
timony universally is, that the work has been 


a} 


It simply allows | 


} 


| left with him. 
Mr. Chairman, this amendment becomes indis- || 


| 





ALKER._ I wish to say that, after the || 


| emanated from him, and the vouchers returned to 
he. r Ut | him before the furniture was obtained, was unwil- 
compensation as is given to the district attorney of || 


* was this. he was notaware whether the prices paid 
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done, and the materials applied upon an econom- 
ical scale. 

Mr. ORR, What response does the Secretary | 

of the Interior make? The papers must have'been 


Mr. WALKER. The Secretary of the Interior 
has never brought to the attention of Congress | 
anything relating to the subject, except that he 
has expressed an embarrassment as to the extent | 
of his powers. If the gentleman from South Car- | 
| olina will look at his letter, he will find that he 


| 


| has expressed some embarrassment in reference | 


to a class of cases very similar to that now under | 
consideration, and to meet this embarrassment I 
have introduced the amendment. 

Mr. CUTTING. I understand the difficulty 
to have arisen in this way: There was a great 
and pressing urgency to furnish these new court 
rooms, in order to keep the wheels of justice in 
motion. By the direction, or by the order, if you 
| choose, of the judges of the court, the marshal 
| proceeded to purchase furniture of a very simple 
| and moderate character. The carpeting was what 
is termed Scotch carpeting, and all the furniture 
| was of the plainest description. The officer in 
| New York, who furnished these articles, did so 
upon his own responsibility, to the amount of 
| $7,148 81, and they have ever since been in use 
| 1n the court-rooms, and the other offices. Although 

the marshal acted in advance of his authority, as 
| the case was an urgent one, the Secretary of the 
| Interior, inasmuch as the order ought to have 











ling to act upon the subject, and thus no action 


Oecgon | has been taken in the matter. 
tr. HOUSTON. I do not think that the || 
phraseology of the amendment is very clear. The | 


Now, I had an interview with the Secretary of 
the Interior a few days ago upon this subject, and 
that officer said it was right, proper, and just that 
there should be an appropriation made for the 

| purpose of paying for the articles actually used; 
| and the only difficulty he had upon the subject 


| for these articles were too much or not. He'sug- 
| gests that this appropriation should pass, with a 
| proviso that the vouchers should be adjusted and 
| allowed by the proper officer of the Treasury 
| Department, That was the only suggestion he 
| made, and with that proviso, he stated he consid- 
| ered that Congress should adopt this amendment. 





Mr. ORR. The explanation of the gentleman 
| from New York is entirely satisfactory to me. | 
| think that whatever expenses have been incurred 
| ought to be paid. The thing which struck my at- 
| tention was the fact that the amendment proposes 
| to pay a specific amount when the expenditures 
| have not undergone the scrutiny of a committee, 
/ and was to be paid without referring the matter to 
| the officers of the Treasury. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from New 

| York, and the gentleman from South Carolina, 
| will turn to page forty-six of this bill, they will find 
| there a very large item of apgenOretiens intended 
| to cover precisely this sort of cases, if the marshal 
| has conformed himself to the law. 
Now, sir, in the purchase of all the furniture 
| intended for the court-room, my understanding is 
| that the marshal is first to get permission from the 
of the Interior to purchase, and then. his 
are made up by himself, certified to 
by the court, and the Secretary passes upon the 
amount according to those vouchers. y itis 
that this case does not come within the ordinary 
| law, I cannot understand. 

Mr. CUTTING. I assure the gentleman it 
arises—and | speak from personal knowledge after 
conversation with the Secretary—from no circum- 
| stances other than those I have already stated, 
| Mr, HOUSTON. I did not hear the gentle- 
| man’s statement. 

Mr. CUTTING, If it is the pleasure of the 
committee, | will explain it again. I explained 
the matter to the gentleman from South ina 
(Mr. Orr] to his satisfaction. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 think itis a bad practice 
to make special re for particular ex- 
penditures, when there is a Spon item of appro- 

riation out of which it could be paid. The dif- 

ty in my mind is, why it has 7 
cated by the Department and paid there, if there 
has not been some conflict of conduct of the mar- 


| vouchers 





| shal with the provisions of the existing law. 
Mr. CUTTING. I will state to the gentleman 


that the reason why the Secretary of the Interior 





February 21, 
did not pass this amount, and pay for the furni. 
ture which is actually in use, was that, in hig 


judgment, thé marshal was a little too quick in 
|| furnishing the court-room. He ought first to have 


| sent the estimate for the necessary expenses, and 
| 


obtained the consent of the Department. He 
neglected to do that, and, under the circumstances, 
the Secretary of the Interior refuses to audit the 


|| account, af the same time that he agrees it ought 


to be paid. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That state of facts is pre. 
cisely what I apprehended. The marshal has 
contracted for furniture not in pursuance of law, 
and therefore his vouchers cannot be audited. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise toa question of order, 
I submit that the amendment is for the payment 
of a private claim, and nothing more or less. 


Mr. CUTTING. It is for the payment of 
property now used by the Government. 
Mr. LETCHER. But it was bought by a 


gentleman without authority of law, and he now 
comes here and asks for payment. 

Mr. CUTTING. And shall the Government 
have and use this property, and not pay for it? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not able to 
see that it isa private claim, and therefore he 
overrules the point of order. 

Mr. ORR. I propose an amendment which | 
think will be acceptable. I think the appropria- 
tion should be passed with the amendment. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


Provided. That the vouchers shall be submitted to tte 
a of the Interior, and the expenses approved by 
im. 


‘Mr. WALKER. LI accept the amendment. 
The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment as amended; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. MAY. I think this is the place to which 
I should offer the amendment which I send to tlie 
Clerk. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 


; Page thirty-two, after line seven hundred and fifty-three, 
nsert : 


For one hundred and fifty copies of volume sixteen of 
Howard’s Report of the Decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, furnished by the reporter thereof to the 
omer: for distribution according to existing laws, 

Mr. BRIDGES. I propose to amend that 
amendment by increasing the number of copies to 
four hundred and eighty-three. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a point of order. 
I submit that the amendment is out of order. The 
Chair ruled it out the other day. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire , 
if the law now limits the number? 

Mr. BRIDGES. There is no law limiting the 
number. 

Mr. MAY. The law does fix it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. May] is to 
carry out an existing law. s I understand, it is 
designed to authorize the publication of the second 
volume of the Reports of the Decisions of the 
Supreme Court, when the court has transacted 
an amount of business so large that the judges 
may deem it proper to direct the clerk to publish 
a second volume, for the reason that one volume 
will not contain the reports of the term. 

Mr. MAY. The volume has been published. 

Mr. HOUSTON. kt has been published then, 
and the gentleman’s amendment is not in order 
as an ment to this amendment, as the num- 

amendment, 


ber is fixed by law. 
I withdraw m 
su the 


gentleman from Maryland re- 
ferred to Alden’s Index to the Decisions of the 
Su e Court. 

he question was then taken upon Mr. May’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. SINGLETON. I offer the following 
amendment. After line seven hundred and fifty- 
seven add the following: 2 fe 
fy A a ne End Vernichidig eourbiiees, far rooms, 
for holding the United States Cirenit Conse. in the nang 

city of J issis- 
Hall, the sum of ,000 : 


of saving 
a point of order 





1855. 


Oe een En 
Mr. SINGLETON. I hope the gentleman will 
not raise the point of order until I have made 
a few remarks in explanation of this amendment. 
It is not often that I venture to trouble the House | 








with anything I may desire to say, and do not 
like to be ruled off so unceremoniously. In expla- 
nation, then, | would say, that the p:oposition 
contained in this amendment has been before the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and after reading and 
examining the petition of the city council of Jack- 
son, and numerous other citizens, including the | 
United States circuit’ judge, the marshal the | 
district, and others, and learning tite facts which 
were laid before them by myself, that committee 
agreed unanimously to rt a bill asking the. 
appropriation to be made. That bill is now in the 
hands of the chairman of that committee, and his | 
report on it is only delayed because he has not 
been able to obtain leave of the House to offer it. 
From the present state of the business before this 
body, I greatly fear that he may not be able to 
make it at all during the session, and hence | de- 
sire this amendment to the civil and diplomatic 
bill. 

It may be proper ‘here to explain, further, that 
the United States circuit court has been held in the 
City Hall, a public building erected by the enter- 
prise and capital of the citizens of Jackson, un- 
aided, so far as I am aware, by the General Gov- 
ernment. This court would have continued to 
hold its sessions there, and this application would 
never have been made, but for the fact that this 
building became unfit for that use, from the walls 

iving way for the want of a proper foundation. 
t became dangerous to occupy it, and it was | 
deemed necessary to pull it down, that another | 
and a more permanent one might be erected in its 
place. It has been removed, and a new one com- | 
menced, and the work pushed forward by the | 
enterprise of the citizens of Jackson and vicinity, | 
until it is now almost or quite ready for the roof- 
ing. In this new hall is a large court-room, 
clerk’s office, jury rooms, and other apartments, 
to be dedicated to the use of thatcourt. Thecity 
has been scourged, for two summers past, with 
yellow fever, which has interrupted, to some ex- 
tent, the business matters of the place, and forced 
upon the citizens the necessity of making provis- 
ion, out of their own means, for taking care of the 
indigent sick, which, together with the revulsion 
in money matters, has retarded the work and de- 
layed its completion. I may here say that sev- 
eral terms of the court have failed to be held for 
the want of suitable rooms. The city of Jackson 
and the State of Mississippi are not alone inter- 
ested in the regular sessions of said court. Many 
who have never been in the State have a deep in- 
terest in it; and it therefore becomes a matter of 
ublic concern that the court should set regularly. 
tis but right, sir, that the General Government | 
should saidine helping hand, as it has dont in other | 
cases; and I shall take it as a personal kindness, 
as well as a public benefit, if the committee will 
allow this amenament to be made. The question 
of order will be made upon me, but I trust the 
committee will vote it down. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. [rise to a poin€ of order. 
This is a proposition to build a court-house; and 
if it be ruled in order, there will be at least fifty 
or one hundred of a similar character submitted. 

Mr. SINGLETON. {think not. I hope the 
gentleman will withdraw his point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order, and rules the amendment out. 

Mr. SINGLETON. From that decision of the 
Chair [ take an appeal. 

The question was put; and, on a division, there 


a ae 68, noes 28. 
Mr. SINGLETON. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sivcieron 
and FuLter were appointed. 
cae Sener rcs eaten 

was sustained, the tellers having —_ 
ayes sixtySix, noes not counted. . ; 

Mi KEITE. I ask the consent of the com- 
mittee to return to the seven hundred and fifty- 
ninth line of the bill, where I have the following 
amendment tv propose: 

For continuing the works for supplying the city of Wash- 
ington wiih water, $500,900. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee, having 
passed that portion of the bill, it is not in order 
return to it, except oY unanimous consent. — 

Mr. BRIDGES. I object to going back. 
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— next was read: 
“ For seamen’s wages, repai i al 
eapanase, of fortyaine laght vearele, 188861 oo 
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grant has heretofore been made by the Govern- 
ment to this Society for this purpose, and boats 
have been furnished for which bonds have been 


Mr. WADE. I move to insert after that clause: || given under the law. The Committee on Com- 
For housing, keeping in order and manning the life-boat | merce believ@the appropriation to be necessary, 


kept at the harbor of Cleveland, Ohio, $250. 


I wish simply to say that the life-boat kept at | 


Cleveland will be tendered unfit for use, unless 


some appropriation is made for keeping it in or- 


der, and for housing and manning it. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I would inquire if there is 
a life-boat kept at Cleveland by the Government? 
Mr. WADE. There is. 


bill ? 


Mr. WADE. No, sir; there is no general ap- ! 


ropriation made by law for keeping these life- 
a in order; but an appropriation is much 
needed in this particular case. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman from Ohio 
will allow me, I will explain to the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means how this 
matter stands, Last year an appropriation was 
made to furnish the upper lakes with life-boats. 
Some of these boats been sent to the lower 
lakes before. Before any of these boats were sent 
out, it has been the custom of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to require some responsible man to give 
bond that they should be safely housed, and taken 
care of, gnd returned to the Government. when 
called for without further expense. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then this amendment is not 
in order, and I object to it. 


Mr. WADE. I do not know how that is. I || 
believe, however, that it is in ordery 
The CHAIRMAN. It is the opinion of the 


Chair, from the statement of the gentleman from 
New York, that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. WADE. I takeanappeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. 

The question, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?” was 
taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment ruled out of order. 


The next item was read: 


** For continuing the construction of the light-house on 
Ship shoal, Louisiana, to take the place of the light-vessel 
at that point, $30,000. ’” 


Mr. SMYTH, of Texas. 1 moveto amend by 
adding, at the end of that clause, the following: 
For continuing the appropriation made the 3d of March 


1853, for a first-class ligut-house at the mouth of the Sabine, 
river, $30,000. 


I send to the Clerk a communication from the 
Secretary of the Light-House Board, which I ask 
to have read. 

The communication was read, as follows: » 


Treasury DeraRTMENT, ; 
Orrice Lient-Hovuse Boarp, December 23, 1854 

Sir: In reply to your communication of the 20th instant, 
I have the honor to state, for your information, that the site 
at Sabine Pass has been selected, the illuminating apparatus 
received, and the district inspector is now negotiating with 
the <a of the land for the purchase of the necessary 
quantity. 

The work will not be delayed a day after the land is pur- 
chased and the title approved by the United States Attor- 
7 aa the necessa 

orts have ma a year to get ry 
quentity of land. From a late letter from the inspector, 
strong hopes are felt that the negotiations will be brought 
eee issue an early day, if not already com- 
. Very respectfully, 
THORNTON A. JENKINS, Secretary. 
Hon. Grorce W. Smytu, House of Representatives. 


The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts. I 
offer the following amendment: 

For continuing the system of protecting human 
shipwreck, as heretofore 1 sn aa 
means, on the coast of Massachusetts, the sum of $10,000, 
said money to be expended by the Boston Humane . 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


A petition from the Boston Humane Society 
has before the Committee on Commerce, 
and they offer this amendment ih answer to its 
prayer. There are forty-three life-boats on that 
coast, some of which are suitable for the purpose 
intended, and some of which are not. Last year 
we appropriated $20,000 for the New Jersey 
coast, nly not a greater extent of const 
than this is to provide for. The object is to pro- 
vide a better class of boats to supply the place of 
some of the old ones, and also to supply other 
means of saving life which have come into use 
since the present. system was established. One 


Mr. HOUSTON. Is it not provided for in this || 











i} 





_and I hope the House will grant it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer an amend- 


|| ment, to come in after line eight hundred and 
|| nine-nine, as follows: 


For continuation of custom-house at Charleston, South 
Carolina, $200,000. 

For continuation of custom-house at New Orleans, Lou- 
isiana, $275 ,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask for the reading of the 
letter, which I send up to the Clerk's desk, 

The letter was read, and is as follows: 


Treasory Derartment, February 3, 18i5. 


} 
| Six: Omission having been made, in the estimates of 


appropriations, of the amounts required in the construction 
| of ne Charleston and New Orleans custom houses during 
the year ending June 30, 1856, I have the honor to estate 
that such amounts will be as follows, viz: 
ree | the continuation of Charleston custom-homse, 
For the continuation of New Orleans custom-house, 
|| @275,000. , . 
| I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Georce 8. Houston, Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, House of Representatives. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I Offer the following 
| amendment: 
For completing the shelter or harbor at Reedy Island, in 
| the Delaware, $30,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I submit that that amend- 
ment is not in order. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not see 
= ow of the amendment to this part of 

e bill. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Will the Chair allow me 
one word before he decides the question of order ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the 
gentleman. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The amendment which 
has just been adopted lacks any quality of being 
germane as much as this does. The property of 
the United States is going to decay, and this ap- 
propriation ought to be made. 

be CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order. 
| Mr.CHANDLER. I am very anxious to have 
| that amendment adopted; but I am also very soli- 
| citous to go on with the bill, and quite unwillin 
| to place myself in opposition to the Chairman. 
| not, therefore, appeal from the decision of the 
air. 


i 
j 








I move to insert after the last 
amendment, adopted on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Alabama, the following: 

To complete the custom house at Bath, Maine, $10,000. 


Mr. LETCHER. Is that amendment in order? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair onderétands 
that the custom-house at Bath, Maine, baw been 
commenced, and is not, therefore, prepared # rule 
the amendment out of order. 

Mr. BENSON. Mr. Chairman, I heard the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
remark, since I offered my amendment, that this 
was something like the tenth time that there had 
been an appropriation to complete this castom- 
house. Having heard that remark, a great error 
in point of fact by the way, there having been 
but four appropriations in all for the custom-house 
and post office at Bath, including the purchase of 
the site. I ask the honorable gentleman to listen 
to what [ may say, for | have the fullest confi- 
dence in bei ¢ to satisfy him and a majorit 
of the committee that this appropriation a 
be made. 

I hold in my hand a letter from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, which I will send to be read at 
the Clerk’s desk, assigning the reason the 
amount which he recommended last year, $20,000, 
was no. enough, and stating that the building can 
be finished complete for the additional wam of 

10,000. 

. I will not trouble the committee with the sta- 
tistics in detail, which I have at hand, showing 
the importance of Bath collection district. I can 

| show that the amount of duties for the year 1854 

| collected was $36,828 45, and on goods in bonds 

‘| over $73,000; that ninety-two vessels entered 


- 











plete for the additional sum of $10,000. 


» dhould I come back here for ten years to come, | 


“1 || it with granite, and, therefore, the Committee on 
a eee | Commerce think that this additional appropriation 

: | shou e made, 
eenied. one. thet st ahey got the epmeorieuens || Mr. LETCHER. 1 Wélieve’ that’ lf’ thet han 
looked for last year they would never come back been stated is in miscellaneous document No. 5, 
to look -for further appropriations to complete of last session of Congress, which | will read to 


’ 
stained from maki assertion last year that |) prices of , the lowest ‘agere- 
I should Rave to setraes bun "Bot | dosay now, fate anoutied to much mes than the rent pond 
: ild- was a 
‘that I believe this sum will complete the build- |) a diced, tase Yoane bhi do way ofeepeal at Chel at 
~— ee ag AR we A REEN 
same, the Departmentdecided 
the: gentleman; but will the committee to bring the matter to the attention of Congress by 
what-the Secretary of the Treasury says.on the || {> the additions! appropriation of $20,000, feeling assured 
—--. hie report last year? Ho Coutrects have only Seen exadé Sor ie Toundetions and 
e says “the present appropriation of $20,000 || me stone and brick-work. 
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from, and one hundred and fifty cleared for for- 
eigr countries; that ninety-three vessels with an || plete the whole works in and about said custom- 
aggregate of seventy thousand seven hundred and | house.” 

eighty-four tons were built during the past year, || Now, sir,thatrepresentation was made. I was 
exceeding the amount built in any district in the | under the impression that the gentleman from | 
United States; that the tonnage of the district || Maine concurred in that representation; but as he || 
on the 3ist of December last, registered, enrolled, || says ne did not, I, of course, take back what I 
and licensed, was one hundred and seventy-nine || said in that respect. But here is the representation || 
thousand five hundred and forty-eight tons, and | of the officer of the Government, who said that if || 
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| is asked for this purpose, anid, if made, would com- || Estimated 


aggregate of lowest bids........... eves B47 064 
Contingencies at ten per cent., (about)........ eeee 4,664 
2 an 

Amount now available...........00seeceeeeeetees © on 
i es 

Amount asked f0F oo.¢cceeeceedecsse deceeeseceee $20,000 


The appropriation of $20,000 was given on that 
statement of facts at the last session of Congress, 
And now $10,000 more is asked. I should like 


that the receipts of the post office at Bath, for the || that appropriation of $20,000 were made, it would || to know from the gentleman from Maine (Mr. Fur- 


year ending September 30, were $5,591 82. 
In consideration of these facta, and others which 
_~. be stated, showing the entire insufficiency | 

unfitness of the rooms now used for the cus- 
tomi-house and post office, it seems to me that we 
cannot hesitate to complete the building designed 
for both, according to the original es. am 
authorized to state that the Committee on Com- 


| was made, and now gentlemen come forward and 
} ask for an appropriation of half as much as the 
|| whole sum specified as necessary to complete it 
| last session. The gentleman says there were re- 
strictions. True, sr, it was the intention of Con- 
gress, at the time the appropriation was made, to 
| umpose restrictions; but I do not deem it ae 
merce, on the part of the Senate, being of that || now to read the provision, as | imagine it is famil- 
opinion, unanimously recommend this amend- || iar to every member of the House. 
ment, and that seven out of the nine members of | But, sir, T have not much idea that 1 can pre- 
the House committee concur with them. And I || vent these expenditures even if they ask appro- 
trust this committee will be of the same opinion. | priations for ten yearsto come. And yet I enter 
Mr. LE(CHER. Report the amendment || my protest, as one, against the action on the part 
in. : | of the Departments of the Government, When 
The amendment was again reported. | they make an estimate; when they say that a cer- | 
Mr LETCHER. Mr. Chairman—— tain sum will effect a certain result, they should 
Mr: BENSON, (interrupting) Will thegentle- || make their estimate on such data us would enable 
man fromm Virginia give way till the letter from the || them to’make it correctly, so that it#can be de- 
Secretary of the Treasury be read. | pended upon. I have said all that I intended to 
The following detter was then read: say on the subject. 
Treasury Derartment, January 19,1855. || Mr. FULLER. I move to amend the amend- 
Sie: [n reply t0 your etter of the Sth instant, I have the I ment by increasing the appropriation one dollar. 
honor to state that a contract for the granite work of the | I Ait tat motion for the purpose merely of 


1 » wi arles Webb for the | . ; has 
aa ee ee ei caries reve for ine || having an opportunity to do justice to the Secre- 





remaining work of the building for the additional sum of || tary of the Treasury in this matter, although Iam, || 


9.074 Femcuntiog eget ae “— Shien 55. || also, in favor of this appropriation. It is right 
‘O meet s, there remained a wmece of appropriations | : 5 s 1s 
aningrting 10' $93,000, to which add the probable amount | that truth and justice should be vindicated. 
to be derived from the sale of the old custom-house and lot, || Mr. BENSON, (interrupting.) Will my col- 
62,500; ar wee ne manors of Ae ae ) league allow me to make an explanation ? 
a f. would carry Out bis er in |) 
"Eh nddisional sppropriation of 20,000 wasasked || _ Mr. FULLER. Not for a moment yet, 
y the thent, aud given by Congress during the last Secretary of the Treasury made his estimate last 
session, making a gross sum of $55,500. | year on previous offers that had been made. The 
Loot after. she te aad Mr. Webb was | building was to be erected of granite; but the con- 
notified that his propoal for the additional work, at | eraneen ds Ses 6 } ith hi Ree 
924 42, was accepted. and that contracts would be pre- || ‘Factor has refused to comply with his contract. 
pared forhis signature. Mr. Webb dectinedto execute the || The Secretary will have the building completed 
contract the grounds of the enhanced v.\Jue of labor and || with the appropriation voted him by Congress, 
materials, and demanded the additional sum of $11,714.58 bat some of it will have to, be done with brick in- 
to complete the work. That amount does not, though it a of ‘ A : f the buildi Z 
ia considered high, include the cost of superintendgnce and | Stead of granite. portion of the building 1s 
other contingynt expenses, whieh will probably ameunt to | now conipleted with granite. The Secretary stands 
$4,000... The building, it is believed, can be dnishedcom- // upon his own recommendation, and has wished 


I have the honor to he, very respectfully, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. 8. P. Benson, House of Representatives. ao 
coh || ter. 
aah Pe Ora et er UC | Se me apn Ge 
tions Which were last year imposed in the bill by || thé building in granite; and if the additional ap- 
which $20,000 were appropriated to the Bath cus- || Propriation be not made he will have a cheaper 
tom-house, the Secretary of the Treasury has been || material substituted, and the building completed. 
unable to enter into a contract with any parties || samen that the soenesy ne done yon all 
to finish the work. It has been entirely suspended, _ ene Stesiotune “Of aes w aan 
and must so remain until this additiona) appropri- |, ™&? W20 Dull’s a house and Binds ‘some unfore- 
Sion ne Se ee eee 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman, | stated here |! eee ’ on 

last session that, although every custom-house || Partally compl: ted with granite, whether or not 
had beén! regularly finished at each session since || We, Should change the material of its construction, 
b-have been in Congress, not one of them is yet || and carry ont the remainder of it with brick, is a 
end that | weelt venture to, sny that question which | submit to the discretion of the 
: . | || House. 1 suppose that it is preferable to complete 


| 48 for Congress to judge, ‘The Secretary has not 
| exhibited any inconsistency whatever in the mat- |) 


the committee. Here is what the 


Secretary of 
sbenneteioenbanase. the Treasury says ow the subject ‘of the Bath 


Mr. BENSON, (interrupting.) Do I under- 


stand the gentieman to say that I made such a custom-house: 
pledge? eS The plans and tions for this building 
Me So] ‘understood last year. {| Paved with much.care and study to answer the. 


R. 
Mr. BENSON. The honorebie gentleman mis- 
understood methen, Jsaid no such thing, Mr. 
Chairman, because | was at the time fearful that 
the sum would not be enough. | carefully ab- 


contemplated, and with special refe e to the eco- 
nomical fire-proof manner; and it was expeeted that they 
cou'd be execiRed in a proper manner for the amount of 

Bids were solicited by advertisement of January 12, 1853 
for sixty days; but, to the great in the 


rolbETCHER. Then I have been wrongi 
hod just a 








I say thisin justice tohim. It.will cost more services from May 16, 1849, to December 20, 1852, inclu- 










‘accomplish the purpose. Sir, that appropriation || LER] whether or not this recommendation was 


insisted on with the other recommendations to the 


| Committee of Waysand Means, or whether it wag 


not put forward as a recommendation coming from 
the Treasury Department ? 
Mr. FULLER. I would say that the Secre. 


| tary of the Interior sent a communication to the 
| Committee.on Commerce of the character of that 


which has been read, but upon personal applica-. 
tion by parties interested, and upon a statement 
of the facts of the case, that communication was 
| withdrawn. The committee have reported a bill 
making an additional appropriation for the cus- 
| tom-house at Bath, for the custom-house at Mo- 
bile, and for changing the plan of the custom-house 
| 


at Milwaukie. 
Mr. LETCHER. Have these recommenda- 
| tions been published for the benefit of the House? 
Mr. FULLER. They were called for by the 
authority of the committee. 
| Mr. LETCHBR. Precisely, by the authority 
| of the committee; and nobody knows that they 
| have come from the Treasury Department, but 
| they are used here upon applications for appropri- 
| ations to these custom-houses. 
Mr. FULLER. The committee would have 


| reported them and had them printed weeks ago, if 


| they could have had an opportunity of doing so. 
Mr. LETCHER. 1 do not know whether this 


| thing can be stopped ; but if it cannot be stopped, it 
The || Would be just as well to placethe whole Treasury 
| of the United States at the disposal of the Secre- 


tary of the Treasury, and let him expend itas he 


pleases. 
Mr. FULLER. I withdraw my amendment. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Benson's 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 
The following clause was read: 
“ Por salary of the dragoman of the legation to Turkey, 


}) $2,500. 


Mr. CHANDLER. At the end of the clause 


‘simply to state the facts to Congress, and then it H just read I move to add the following: 


For the payment of the draft of Francis Dainese, late 
United States consdl for Constantinople, being for com- 
pensation, under the act approved August 11, 1848, for his 


sive, $3,594 40. 


This appears to be a private claim. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Itisno private claim, but 
it is the salary of an officer of the Government, for 
whee! wish to provide by the amendment | have 
offered. 

Mr. LETCHER, A salaried officer, not 
bided Tot ty hawt = a el 

The, CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 
that the question, whether the amendment syb- 
mitted by the gentleman from Pennsylvania is in 
order or net, would depend upon the fact mpenper 
the payment of this officer is provided for by 
existing law, . If it is not, the Chair would decide 
that the ame ig not in order. 

Mr. LETCHER, It is manifest, I think, that 
9, SUE 4 f this person is not provided for by 

w. ah 
. The CHAI ... The amendment states 
thee eel RASH eT 
11th o st, 1848,,and if, in point of fact, that 
law, authorizes the payment of this. m a the 


amendment submitted b 





the | 20 : ypaid ? 4.2% 
.. Because there was no 
nade. Let me Saad the law upon 


I find the following in the same law: 
“Th ‘commissioners,’ when used in this act, 
shall be to mean persons vested with and exer- 


Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order.. 





-~T ard 


7 ee 






rT wae Soars aaa *s 


cising the principal diplomatic functions in China, and the 
word ‘minister’ as meaning a person vested with the powers 
of chief diplomatic functionary of the United States in Tur- 
key, and the word ‘consul’ shall be understood to mean 
any person vested by the United States with, and exercising, 
the consular authority in any of the five ports ia China 
named in the treaty, or any port in Turkey.’? 

The compensation of this officer is fixed by law | 
at $1,000, and the amendment I have offered only | 
asks an appropriation to pay this salary. The | 
Committee on Foreign Relations have examined 
this subject and instructed me to report the amend- 
ment now under consideration. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would inquire who re- | 
ceived the money that was appropriated in 1852? 

Mr. CHANDLER, There never was a dollar 
appropriated to anybody for the compensation 
here claimed. * 

Mr. LETCHER. Did not Mr. Brown get it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Brown was not con- 
sul. He was the dragoman. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The appropriation for that 
purpose was put in the deficiency bill, but the bill 
was defeated; and when a new bill was presented 
it was left out by some means. 

The CHAIRMAN. Upon the statement of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, the Chair thinks | 
that the amendment is in order, 

Mr. LETCHER. [should like to know of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
what information he has about this matter. If it 
is a legitimate appropriation, wity was it not in- 
corporated into this bill by the Committee of 
Ways and Means? 

Mr. HOUSTON. There was no estimate sub- | 
mitted to the Committee of Ways and Means | 
touching this subject in any way whatsoever. | | 
understand it to be a claim from a former consul | 





at Constantinople, under the law of 1848. A || 


contest existed for a considerable length of time 

as to the consulate at Constantinople, as whether | 
that consulship was within the provisions of the | 
law. Since that time, it has been settled in favor | 
of Mr. Carr, of Maryland, and now this gentle- | 
man, whose claim is here presented, is presenting | 
a claim for $1,000 a year for the time he occupied | 
the consulsmip at Constantinople. This is not all of | 
his claim, however. It seems that he claims some | 
further amount for contingent and other expenses. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ido not urge that now, 
and have not offered it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. The first claim is all that | 
is presented in the amendment. 

r. APPLETON. I would inquire of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cnanvier,} 
whether the gentleman in whose favor he is ap- | 
plying for a compensation, held the office of con- 
sul during the length of time for which compen- 
sation is asked, so as to entitle him to it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. He did. He acted first | 
as vice consul, afterwards as acting consul, and | 
finally as consul. But the latter clause of the act | 
which I have read shows that any person who dis- | 
charges, under due authority, the duties of the con- 
sul was properly to be considered as consul. That | 
is the meaning of the law. He acted as consul 
for a long time, and was our representative there 
until he wes recalled. 

Mr. APPLETON. Did not this gentleman 
act as vice consul for a short time, and afterwards 
was he not removed? 

Mr. CHANDLER. This gentleman was first 
appointed vice consul, and performed the duties 
of that office first as such, and afterwards as act- 
ing ayy sine aar a di a oo 
tween him and other officers, which was referr 
to Mr. Webster. thea Secretary of State, and Mr. 
Webster sustained his course, reinstated him, and 
promoted oo to a full pee pet A onder 

as issued for mmander of the United 
Be oe ae mec once 

im to his post in a national » an im 
at Constan peaer'e, oder full honors, In Mr. 
Dainese’s from Constantinople he was 
represented ness Mr. Tee aires was rec- 
ogn zed by the noe -gyhr girded te as acting 
an Mr. Dainese’s responsib , but before 





reasons that have nothing to do with the claim 
here presented. It has, ! . and 
will be shown when the other claim 1 . 
that the statements on which the recall was made 
were unfounded. ; 

But there can be no doubt that, while this man 
was the “incam! that office, he 


for the want of the 









‘was entitled to the compensation upon the prinei- } Mr. HOUSTON. lL understood my friend from 
* qui facit per alium facit per se."” Any man usetta to say that there was a dispute 
wcharging those duties, uoder the authority of | between Mr. Brown and Mr. Dainese. 
the Department, whether he be consul or vice || Mr. APPLETON. | should have said Mr. 
consul, is, by the law which I hold in my hand, || Holmesand Mr. Dainese. 
entitled to the compensation. Heclaims nothing || Mr. HOUSTON. Then thereie another gen- 
after he was recalled, and nothing before he was | tleman clarming for this t'me, besides Mr. Dainese? 
appointed. The law says that the word “con-|| Mr. APPLETON. Yes, sir. 
sul’’ shall be understood to mean any person hold- || Mr. WHEELER. Who is Mr. Holmes? [ 
ing consular authority in any of the five ports of || understand that he was.a missionary <\ Constap- 
China named in the treaty, or in Turkey, and | tinopleat the time, and had a personal difficulty 
shall receive $1,000 per year as a judicial officer. with this man. That is the whole cage, as 1 un- 
His position was in Turkey. |, derstand it. 
Mr. APPLETON. Wasthisrecommendedby | “Mr. HOUSTON. I do not care whether it is 
the Department ? ; | Mr. Brown, or Mr. Helmes, or anybod 
Mr. CHANDLER. I kvow thathis draft was | E:ther illustrates the view which | intend to pre- 
presented: to the Department, and the answer to | sent to the committee, and it is that this isa clakn 
that was, that payment thereof was declined only of a character which ought not togo into a general 
necessary appropriation. The || appropriation bill. It is offered as an amendment 
House will recollect that they never made an to this bill; and at a time when the committee 
appropriation until 1852 to pay for the judicial || cannot go into the investigation of the case, which 
services of officers at Constantinople, though the || it ought to, before we settle the rights of these 
appropriation wasalways made for those in China. | parties. 1 hope the committee will vote down the 


In 1852 we did make an appropriation for Mr. | amendment. 
Carr, who served in Constantinople. || ‘The question was taken; and the amendment 
Mr. HOUSTON. | think what has occurred || was adopted. 
\| 


in debate here ought to be satisfactory to the 


committee that this matter is not properly in oa || mitteé of Ways and Means to offer the following 
as an amendment to the civil and diplomatic bill. || amendment: 

Mr. PECKHAM. Does the gentleman appeal F he nine handred and sinetcenth Ii trike 
from the decision of the Cheir? odaray,? and tm lod teateed tanast = dlaky Fen Castine 
Mr. HOUSTON. lam not making a point of a ocememmeaed “ ae ad 960,000 
order. [| am presenting an argument to the com- ye pe <apeunne,¢f CoepgReRtEp IETS, . 
mittee, and ton presenting: i especially to my The question was taken; and the amendment 

friend from New York. | was adopted. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I am happy to be con- | Mr. DRUM. I submit the following amend- 
sidered with so much attention by ie gentleman ment: Afier the provision for the compensation of 
from rane but Sea eee _ the consuls to the five ports io China, iasert as 
point of order upon him. point of order was || follows: 
raised as to the admissibility of this amendment. And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorised 
The Chair decided it to be in order. From that | anda rectd to pay to James Kqguan, consn) at tong Kong, 
decision no appeal was taken, and, therefore, vein | ipChina, we eum Sol 8, ¢fponded by hom Lane ei 
me rhe Cu tinea, og tage oom otoeen. Avgect last: Provided, That the account and vonehers shall 


, L Jed in the office of the Secretary of State, and the claim 
tleman from Alabama was not discussing the | be first approved by him. 


point of order, but was opposing the amendment | Mr. Chairman, in August last an American 
and speaking to its merits. | ship was cast away upon one of the islands near 
Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from New | the cotst of Jupan The passengers, who were 
York is only a litle too hasty. | was going to | Ameri-an citizens, remained there about twenty 
present the case to the committee in opposition, | days, living in a state of almost destitution. Their 
of course, to the amendment, and not in reference | food was roots and such other edibles as they 
to the point of order, I desire to call the attention could procure there. They were finally inken olf 
of the committee to the facts which have been | by an American man of war, and sent to Hong 
developed in this conversation which has taken | Kong.» Mr. Keenan, the present consul there, 
place between my friend from Massachusetts (Mr. | took charge ofthem. He provwed for them uniil 
ArrLeton} and my friend from Pennsylvania, | they could get away. 
[Mr. CHandier } || The amendment is asimple one. It appropri- 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Will the gentleman allow || ates $581 58 to reimburse Mr. Keenan. The 
me to remind him of an occurrence? This claim, | vouchers are in the State Departwent. L have 
and for a much larger amount, was, after discus- || a lewer from Mr. Marey, who says that he. ie 
sion and examination, placed in the deficiency bill | perfectiy satisfied with them, but thay he can do 
last year. That bill was rejected op account of || othing with the claim because there is no - 
its containing appropriations for certain custom- || priatiom made to pay it. Therefore | ask that the 
houses, and the Committee of Ways and Means || appropriation be made here to pay Mr. Keenan 
brought in another bill which they told us was || for the actual expenses which he incurred in pro- 
identical with the one which had been rejected, || tecting American citizens. 
with the exception that it excluded the appropria- || Mr. HOUSTON. The next item contains an 
tiuns for thecustom-houses. I supposed that that || a priation for cases of this description. 
bill contained this item, and it went through the | ge DRUM. That provides for seamen; my 
House. | was greatly surprised, as were others, || amendment is for American citizens who were 
to find, afterwards, that this appropriation had || passengers. 


been left ont of the bill, || The question was taken, and the amendment 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam instructed by the Com- 





' ~- Sas i - Siena why the gen- | was adopted. 
tleman s ook to me for that. ; . ; 
Mr. CLINGMAN. | Mr. FULLER. I offer the following amend 


I want to inform thegen- | 
tleman and the committee that the claim was in- i 


vestigated then by the Elouse and the committee. | 


Mr. HOUSTON. I havenot said it was not. || insert as follows: 


Mr. CLINGMAN, My object'was to make | Anditshall be law/ul for the President of the United States 
an explanation to the committee of the occurrences || to cause such measures to be taken as, in bis opinion, may 
which then took place. | be expedient for providing couvenient accommodations, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, it seems, || red cieP or tick aad disabled saunen of the United Brats 
from what has transpired, that there are two | Sb aiay > Teeee the pret of Raveancinsenas the 
claimants for the very time covered by this claim. came may be done with the avon af ihe Government hawing 

is, then being one sation |} jatisdiction over the port; and for thre parpe.e * 
cupcnart billin omen . is necessary pe oper tach regulations and to auhorig the employment of such 


. : { may judge proper; and that tor Gefraying the 
to adjudicate the difference between parties, but | Seutaate Ghebele ad ae : 910,006 be, and the 


one intended to carry out existing laws of the:|| same is bereoy, appropriated, out of any moneys wm the 
it seems to me'that it is not the place in || Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

which to settle the contest between Mr. Brown | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That amendment 

and Mr. Dainese. | is not in order. There. ie no law authorizing it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. There is no dispute be-|| It involves an expenditure for the purchase of a 

twee Mr Brown and this cleimant. Mr. Brown place upon which to erect the establishment. 


is dragoman, and gets his pay every year. i Mr. FULLER. I differ with the gentieman 


ent; after the words, 


* For the relief and protection of American seamen in 
foreign countries, $125,000, >°' 
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I think 1 can show that the amendment is in || the disposition of a portion of the appropriation, 


order. Theamendment which I « ffer is a qualifi- || is not out of order. If there is any law directing || ag 


calion of the appropriation which it follows. It 
limite the expenditure of the appropriation. Iris 
copied from the second section of an act passed 
in 1802, onder Mr. J: fferson’s administration, 
which made similar regulauons at the portof New 
O:lean while it was under Spanieh euthority. 

Mr. JONES | have raised a question of order, 
and ask the Chair to decide it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendmentseems to 
confer a new power upon the Executive in this 
matter of taking care of our seamen, and, in the 
opinion of the Chair, is out of order. 

Mr. FULLER. | beg to reepectfully call the | 


how the money shall be expended, the Chair will | 
be happy to have his attention celled to it. 
Mr. HlOUSTON. This appropriation is as old | 


as the appropriation bills. This amount has been | 


and I take it for granted, although I cannot at 
this moment turn to the precise provision, that 


Mr. FULLER. The gentleman is mistaken. | 
There is no such regulation by law. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I take it for granted there is. | 
I will send fur the law. 
Mr. PECKHAM. I hope the committee will | 
Chair's atiention to one fact. The paragraph in | not take it for granted until they hear the law. | 
the vill to which this is an amendment is for the || The CHAIRMAN. Is there a question of | 
relief and protection of Amesican seamen in for- || order raised? 
eign countries. || .Mr. HOUSTON. I have raised no question of 
Mr. LETCHER. Does the gentleman appeal || order. | merely stated to the Chair what I under- 
from the decision of the Chair? || stand to be the facts. 
Mr. FULLER. 1 have the Chair’s consent to|| Mr. FULLER. If the Chair will allow the 
make an explanation. || letters to which I have referred, to be read, I think | 
Mr. LETCHER. I rise toa question of order. || they will throw some light upon the question of 
The question has been decided, and debate is not || order. 
in order. || The CHAIRMAN. The letters will be read, 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would beglad || unless objection be made. 
to hear the gentleman's explanation, but debaieis | Mr. WHEELER. | object. 
objected to, and cannot be allowed. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That amendment | 
ir. FULLER. This is a question of import- || virtually authorizes the President to construct a | 
ance, and | ask the indulgence for a brief explana- || hosnita! et Havana. 
uon, 


|| Mer. FULLER. Nosuch thing. 
The CIIAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from || Mr. JONES. Itis to provide for the accom- | 
Virginian withdraw his olijection ? | modation of sick seamen, and | should like to know | 
Mr. LETCHER. Ido not. what they want but hospital accommodations? 
Mr, FULLER. I wish to state but one fact. I Mr. FULLER. In point of fact, the amount of 
appeal to the Chair to reverse his ruling. Lameure ‘| money here authorized to be expended at Havana 
he will do it when he hears the fact of the case. || is annually expended there. This amendment | 
Here is a sum of money appropriated for the pro- || only provides the manner in which it shall be ex- | 
tection of American seamen in foreign countries. |, pended. If the committee had allowed the letters | 
That has necersarilysto be exnended under the to which I alluded to be read, they would have 
direction of the President of the United States, and || shown the necessity there is for this provision. 
is not a matter that is now regulated by law. My | During the prevalence of the epidemic at Havana, 
amendment, therefore, violates no Jaw now in ex- || some two hundred American seamen died there. | 
istence, The expenditure of the money is inthe | They were thrown into bags and buried, for 
President’s diseretion. This amendment is a|| which the authorities charged our Government 
restriction upon the expenditure of the money. Is || twenty-five dollars each. Now, this amendment 
it out of order to specify the manner in which || proposes that in future, when ourseamen die there, | 
$10,000 of the appropriation shall beexpended? || they shalt be buried in coffins, and that they shall | 
Mr. HOUSTON. Let me ask the gentleman a || be attended to when they are sick. I call forthe | 
question. Sappose he should offer a proposition || reading of those letters. | 
to take this $125,000 to build houses with | TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair is compelled | 
Mr. FULLER. That is notwhatl propose. || to say that this discussion is not in order except | 
Mr. HOUSION. It isa parallel case. | by the consent ofthe committee. The Chair de- 
The CHAIRMAN. Is there any existing law || sired to obtain information upon the subject. 
directing the a of this money ? | Mr. WHEELER. I object. 
Mr. FULLER. Thereis none; and itsexpendi- || Mr. HOUSTON. Here is the law to which! 
a is atthe ee discretion. | propose but || referred. 1 ask the Clerk to read it. 
to limit $10,000 of it. 1 i , as foll : 
Phe CHAIRMAN. If there beno law directing on ailmeaiae dl - eaeaiiaiienet cee 
the expenditure of this amount, the Chair is dis- || guryortne consuls, vice consuls, commercial agents, or vice 
to reconsider his decision, and to decide that || commercial agents of the United States, from time totime, 
it is in order to. limit the manner in which the || to provide forthe mariners and seamen of the | nited States, 


























amount app riated shall be expended. Gentle- who may be found destitute within their districts respect- 
? : . ; : ively, sufficient subsistence and passages to some port in 
men will ily perceive the difficulties under || the Gnited States, in the most reasonable manner, at the 


which the Chair la 
ting to lawe which he has not before him, If there || as the Secretary of State shall give ; and that all masters 
be no law specifying the manner in which the }| 224 commanders of vessels belonging to citizens of the 


} 
ets : United States, and bound to some port of the same, are 
appropriation shell be expended, the Chair prefers i tieteby required and enjoined to mks such mariners or 


that the committee shail decide for themselves || seamen on board of their ships or vessels, at the request of 
whether they will limit its expenditure as the - said renin eet ee orem. s° po 

. ommercial agents respectively, and to transport them to 
me ge > ge euch law | the port in the United States to whi h such ships or vessels 


d, ; 
SRAELGAMISA N,;:. Thon the Cate will. rule || cock pereva, a0 ump Sedenend toreieen Ge tanacnemictens 
the amendment to be in order. 


consul, or commercial agent. And the said mariners or 
Mr. FULLER. 1 now cail for the reading of 


; seamen shall, if able, be bound to do duty on board such 
the letters of the Secrttary of the Treasury and 


we ¥ man, according to ae crores abilities: a 
: ; ' vided, That no master or ¢ nofany or vessel sha 
the consul at Havana, which will explain the mn > 

whole matter. 


be obliged to take a greater number than two men to every 
ove hundred tons burden of the said ship or vessel, on any 


rs in deciding questions rela- || expense of the United States, subject to such instructions 








: f such refu 
wink tthe penican ons Wane =n” || mage, ree rete ch a era 
ecm 4 commercial agent, or vice agent, n 
Mr. FULLER, Does th ul from Ten- master shail forfeit and he of $100 h 
nammeenaeadl from the decison of the Chair? “ie mmariver ot Reman #0 reteosd to be reguvered for the ben: 
» he does not, | have the floor efit of the United States in any court of competent juris 
Bae. JONI. WAR iy fo’ thee Chad Whe the ft Semen, And tar CoTURERRS OY Why Sie I Sone. 

. . . 0} 9 
amount of this appropriation is authorized by law. be prima facie evidence of such refusal in any courtof law 
TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair did not rule the | »2ving jurisdiction for the recovery of the penalty afore- 


amendment in ordet upon the nd that the 

ong a — in the was not autho- Mr. FULLER. There is nothing in that law 
wy hw, ee that, by the || which applies to this case. Thatis to provide for 
_ statement of the gentleman from Maine, there is | sending foreign seamenhome. | call for the read- 

- ho law specifying the disposition of the appro- || ing of the letters. 

priation. If this be so, the Chair decides the r, TAYLOR, of Tennessee. 1 move that the 

amendment, proposing as it does to simply limit | committee do now rise. 





the expenditure is regulated by law. i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
| 


February 21, 

The question was put, and themotion was not 
to. 

Mr. FULLER. Again | call for the reading of 


| the letters. 


The Clerk then read the following letters: 
Treasury Derartment, February 9, 1855, 


expended regularly and constantly every year, | Sir: | have the honor to submit, for the information ang 


| consideration «f the Committee on Commerce, a copy of g 


| 





} 





| letter from W. H. Robertson, Esq., acting consut of the 


United States at Havana, setitog forth the neglect, suffir. 
ing, and consequeut mortality ot sick American seamen jg 
that port. Similar representations have heretofore beeg 


|| verbally made at the Departinent, leading to the conviction 


that the condition of seamen overtaken by disease, ang 
compelled to leave their vessels for relief, is appalling, 
Many die who, with reasonable care, would be resiored io 
health, to their professions, and their families, 

The third section of the act of 16th Jaly, 1 
contemplates the expenditure within the United States of 
the fund arising from the tax on seament first section 
of the act of 3d May, 1802, enlarges the powers of the 
President in respect to this fund, but as the second section 
makes special provision for a case without, the conclusion 
is, that the fund is still subject to the restriction contained 
in the former act 

Louisiana, at the time of the passage of the latter act, 
had not been ceded to the United States, and New Orleans 
was then a foreign port. There is, therefore, an exact 
analogy between that port at that 10d, and Havana at 
the present, in that particular, as well as in those of climate, 
and its diseases, the character and habits of the local pop- 
ulation, &c. 

Under these circumstances, I respectfully recommend 
that provision similar to that contained in the act of 1802, 
be made for sick American seamen at Havana,,but that the 
amount may be $10,000, instead of that therein contained, 

{ am, very respectfully, &c., 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon T. J. D. Funver, Chairman Committee on Oom- 
merce, House of Representatives. 


evidently 





Unitep Stares ConsuLaTe, 
Ilavana, January 21, 1855. 
S1r: While in Washington last August, I had the honor 
of a brief interview with you on the subject of a United 
States hospital in this city. I stated to you that we had 
Jost some two hundred sailors, in the private hospitals with 
* vomito ”’ the past summer, nut oneof which were buried 
with a coffin—the hospitals charging at the same time for 


| each one twenty-five dollars for their burial expenses— 
|| which inclades a coffin, but in no instance that [ ean learn, 


has a coffin ever been furnished. 

These hospitals are owned by individuals, over which 
there is no supervision, and the poor sailor is left to the 
tender mercies of the managers; in one instance, where the 
individual had strength of constitution eacugh to overcome 
disease, neglect, and suffering, he complained at this office 
of the treatment he hod to suffer, saying that it would be 
more humane, on their being attacked, to sew them up in 
a blanket with sufficient weights to sink them and throw 
them overboard. I am informed that representation afier 
representation has been made to different administrations, 
without producing any result or notice, although it cries 
aloud for reforms or something done in a place where so 
much suffering exists during the summer. 

Pardon me, if I betray a weakness in sympathizing with, 
the poor sailor, and attribute it to the fact, that I am obliged 
tw witness so much of their suffering. 

} am satisfied that, with a small appropriation by the 
Goverument, for the procurement of furniture, medicine, 
and the payment of rent and nurses, that the hospital would 
support itself after the first year, even under reduced 
charges, and procuring to each a decent burial in a coffin. 

{tis my intention to have an interview with the Captain 
General on this sabject, the result I may be able to give 
you by the next steamer. 

{ am with great respect and consideration, your obedient 
servant, WILLIAM H. ROBERTSON, 


To the Hon. James Gorunre, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Before the reading of the letters was concluded, 
Mr. PECKHAM. | object to the reading of 

those letters. The time of the gentleman from 

Maine has expired, and he only claimed the right 

to have them read as a part of his speech. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood 
that there was no objection to the reading. — 
Mr. WHEELER. I beg the Chair’s pardon. 

1 objected as distinctly as I ever do, and the Chair 

never attended to me. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not hear 


the gentleman. 
Mr. PECKHAM. I also objected; and the 


ntleman from Maine then that he would 
Have the letters read ana of his speech. | 
esire only to save time, No one is listening to 


The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will inquire of 
the gentleman from Maine if he asked to have the 
read as a of his ? 


r. PULLER. I did at one time, but a great 
deal of discussion took plese after that. 
The CHAIR : F the gentleman have 
; his 2 


Me ROLLER. 1 cannot sxy that. 


r. 
me + af fi N 
|| Zork ‘anye that he did) and the Chair wil take th 
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t of the gentleman from New York. The 
ne ale allowed to the gentleman from Maine 
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Maine and the Secretary of the Treasury are || ton, and to discharge the bail bond on payment of 
merely taking steps to provide a hospital there in | $1,000 and the taxable costs of said suit. 
have expired, and the reading of the papers can- || advance, before we get the island. (Laughter.] Mr. McMULLIN. I object to this resolution 
not be proceeded with. Mr. HOUSTON. I riseto a question of order. |, being put upon its passage now, and | move that 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Now that that || I cannot consent, at this late stage of the evening | the House do now adjourn. 
er has been read, I submit a question of order || and of the session, that a debate on the annexa-|) Mr. McMULLIN subsequently, at the solici- 
to the Chair. The gentlemen who wrote it, Mr. || tion of Cuba should be brought in. [A laugh | | tation of Mr. Sarr, withdrew his objection and 
Robertson, says that he had an interview with | Mr. LETCHER. I shall have done directly. | the motion to adjourn. 
Mr. Guthrie on the subject of the establishment of | I should have been through long ago if the gentle- The report was read. It appears therefrom 
a hospital at Havana, and the Chair will admit 1 man had not interrupted me. || that, at the term of the eircuit court of the United 
that if this was a proposition to build a hospital || Mr. HOUSTON. But then other gentlemen || States for the district of Ohio held in July, 1850, 
in the United States, it would not be in order. | will want to follow the gentleman from Virginia. | Otho Hinton was indicted for purloining a letter, 
Mr. FULLER. Theamendmentsays nothing || Mr. LETCHER. They cannot. This is the | containing a draft and a small sum of money, 
about a hospital. | last speech that can be made on the amendment. from the United States mail; that afterwards, in 
Mr. JONES. It doesnot say a hospital, but it Mr. HOUSTON. Well, I object to this de- || 1851, Messrs. Powell & Moore gave bond for his 
says to provide accommodations, medical attend- || bate, appearance in the sum of $10,000; that Rebecca 
ance, and so forth. Now, there is no law author- Mr. LETCHER, It may be that when the || Hinton, the wife of said Otho Hinton, having a 
izing anything of that sort. difficulty comes about getting Cuba, there may | separate estate, of the value of $9,000, in the hands 
Mr. FULLER. Doesthe gentleman from Ten- || have to be a fight, and the gentleman from Maine || of a trustee for her separate use for her life, with 
nessee deny the fact that for a series of years || wants to provide a hospital for the sick and dis- } remainder to her daughters, was induced to join 
there have been funds appropriated for the pur- || abled, and wounded—— || with her daughters and said trustee in sonces ing it 
pose of taking care of seamen at the port of Ha- || Mr. HOUSTON. I call the gentleman to order. || to the bail for their security in order to relieve her 




















vana?, Mr. LETCHER. Well, I have done. | husband from imprisonment. The husband after- 
Mr. JONES. I do not, but it comes in in one Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that the committee || wards fled beyond the jurisdiction of the court, 
general appropriation. | do now rise. | forfeiting his bail bond, and subjecting his wife 
Mr. WHEELER. Is this discussion in order? || The motion was agreed to. and ao — loss me an nearly all, their 
The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. Th itt dingly rose; and the Speak- || estate. ey had no other object in view, it is 
Mr. WHEELER, Then I object to it. oe Gobing sdonmud ‘the chair, the ihairmen ve the || alleged, than to enable him to prepare his defense 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not very || committee reported that the Committee of the | 294 prepare for trial. A suit being pending for 
clear in regard to the question whether this amend- || whole on the state of the Union had had under | ‘he recovery of the forfeited bail, the our 
ment is authorized by existing law. It is a ques- || consideration the Uniongenerally, and particularly | reported the resolution for the Fo oe 0 ak 
tion of construction. The Chair is not prepared || House bill (No. 569) to provide for the civil and | Charging the bond on payment of $1,000 and the 
to decide the amendment out of order and thinks || diplomatic expenses of the Government for the || °°8ts. 


it better to leave it to the decision of thecommittee. || year ending 30th June, 1856, and had come to no | Cries of *‘ Question !”’ “ Question !””} 





Mr. LETCHER, 


man, - i 
Mr. LETCHER. It is stated in Mr. Robert- 


HER. It proposes to give th 
' ‘Money to an officer of the veliamnét ts expend, 


remarks of the gentleman from Maine. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then thegentleman from 
Virginia appeals from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I movethat the committee 
do now rise. 

Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman, this is an 
age of progress—— 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
batable ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. LETCHER. I have the floor. I have 
taken no appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the floor could not 
be taken from the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. The Chair recognized me, 
and entertained my motion.. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair then supposed 
that the gentleman from Virginia had en an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. LETCHER,. Mr. Chairman, this is an 
age of progress. We some time ago decided, under 
the guidance of the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Futier,] that it was perfectly constitutional to 
build a light-house outside of the United States. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I rise to a question of or- 
der. My question of order is this, that the debate 
having been closed upon this bill, it is only com- 
petent for a member to offer an amendment and 
speak in favor of it, and for another to speak 

nst it. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, who has spoken 
against this amendment? 

Mr. EDGERTON. Three or four gentlemen 
have done so. ; 

Mr. LETCHER,. Not at all. It was the ques- 
tion of order they were debating. 

The CHAIRMAN. The discussion has been 
upon the question of order. 

Mr. LETCHER, (resuming.) The same gen- 
tleman from Maine comes here to-day and h 
letters from the Treasury Department read, which 

ro to build a hospital outside of the United 


tates. 
Mr. FULLER. I beg to correct the gentle- 


Is the motion to rise de- 


son's letter that they want a hospital at Havana. 
Mr. FULLER. That is not the eset itis 


my amendment the tleman sh speak to, 
and the amendment not propose to build 
hosr ital, anywhere R 


Mr. L 


and it does not say whether he shall expend it on 
a hospital or expend it in some other way. 

Now, sir, | suppose that this is somewhat i 
anticipation of annexation. They say Cuba is 
almost a ripe pear, and if may be that it will fall 
into our laps now, and that the gentleman from 


I desire now to reply to the || 


resolution thereon. 


| 














BOUNTY LAND BILL. 
Mr. DAWSON, 


is merely a resolution calling for information, and 
will not be objected to. 

The resolution was reported, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he 
is hereby, required to inform the House, as soon as practi- 
cable, what quantity of land will probably be required to 
satisfy the claims provided for by the bountyland bill re- 
cently passed by the Senate of the United States, and now 
pending before this House. 

There being no objection, the question was 
taken on the resolution, and it was adopted. 

ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. It is usual, I believe, Mr. 


Speaker, to celebrate the 22d of February, the 8h 
of January, and the 4th of July. To-morrow 


Cries of ‘*Oh, no!”’ ** No!” 
r. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 want to appeal to 
the gentleman from Ohio to withdraw Lis motion. 
The best way to celebrate the birth-day of Wash- 
ington is to attend to the business of the country. 
Any other way would only lead to headaches and 
other disorders. (Laughter.] 
Mr. ORR. We cannot spare time for this pur- 
se. 

The motion was not withdrawn. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 


“(ere to meet on Friday. 


|| not agreed to. 





| 


| 
| 


REBECCA HINTON. 

‘ Mr. SAPP. 1 ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table Senate 
resolution No. 38, for the purpose of having it put 
upon its passage. | would unp ts the-Elouse that 
I have not heretofore occupied a single moment 
of the time of the House. The measure which 
1 now wish to have passed takes no money what- 
ever out of the public Treasury. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. It is evident that 
there is not a quorum here, and I therefore move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana The gentleman 
from Indiana hag not the floor to make that 


motion. 

Mr. DAVIS (at the request of Mr. Sarr) 
withdrew his motion to adjourn. 

‘ ao resolution was reported by the Clerk, as 
ollows: 

Senate resolution (No. 38) for the relief of Re- 
becca Hinton. 

The resolution, which was read, authorizes the 
United States district attorney for the district of 
Ohio to settle a suit now pending in the circuit 
court of that district against the bail of Otho Hin- 


'| and bei dingly read a third time, it w 
I ask the unapimous consent \ aon. SOS PS ey Pee 


| of the House to offer the followir@ resolution. It || 





The question being on ordering the resolution to 
| a third reading, it was ordered to a third reading, 


' 
i 


| Me. SAPP moved to reconsider the vote by 
|| which the resolution was passed, and also moved 

| tolay the motion to reconsider on the table; whieh 
| latter motion was agreed to. 


COLONEL FULLER’S REPORT. 


| _ Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. ‘I ask forthe adop- 
|| tion of the following resolution, and | am sure 
| nobody will object to it: 

| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
|| furnixh the House with the report and accompanying maps 
| of Colonel) A. C. Puller’s late survey of the Red river, in 
|| the region of the raft. 

||  Thequestion was taken; and it was decided in 
|| the affirmative. 


+ So the resolution was agreed to. 
| being the anniversary of the birth-day of Wash- | - 
1 ington, I move that when the House adjourns, it 


| 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
} 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Asbury Dickiws, their Secretary, informing 
the House that the Senate had passed a joint res- 
|| clution and bills of the following titles: 
|| A resolution (No. 43) for the settlement of the 
|| accounts of the late Governor Burt; 
|| Am act (No, 273) to authorize and facilitate the 
| construction of a northern, a southern, and a cen- 
| tral Pacific railroad and magnetic telegraph through 

the Territories of the United States; and 

An act (No. 677) for the relief of Mrs. J. Jo- 
sephine McClellan, 

Ia which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House. 

Also, that the Senate had passed, without 
amendment, a bill and resolution of the House, of 
the following titles: 

An act (No. 538) to establish an additional land 
district in the State of Wisconsin; and 

A resolution (No. 53) in favor of Williatn Mon- 
agan.. 


ELIJAH KING, DECEASED. 

Mr. SMiTH, of Virginia. I ask the unani- 
| mous consent of the House to present a case to 
| which, | am confident, no objection will be made 

upon the part of any member. Itis the case of a 
colored man who was manumitted by his master 
in Virginia, and came to this city, but who died 
some six months ago possessed of property 
to the amount of $6,000 or $7,000. He has lefia 
wife and two children in Virginia in slavery, aud 
the object of this bill isto give tohie wife and chil- 
dren the estate left here, oe ihat they 
have been manumitted. ere is no 
to inherit this estate, except it be the 
of the United States. 
ane bill wagthen read through by the Cierk, as 


n now 
overnment 
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a 
An act for the relief of Christian King, Thomas King, and 
Baylise King: 

Whereas, Elijah King, a free man of color, has recently 
died possessed of real estate valued at 86,000 or $7,000, | 
Jeaving no will, but a widow, Christian King, and two sons, | 
Thomas and Bayliss King, slaves, belonging to Robert Car- 
ter, of Virginia; and whereas the said Carter bas promised 
to menamit said slaves upon condiiion that Congress will | 
para an actto enable them to hold the property left by the | 
said Elijah King, which they cannot now do without a | 
specini act: Therefore— 

Be tt_encdcted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the said Obristian King, ‘Thomas King, and Bayliss King 
be, and they are her by, authorized to possess, held, and || 
enjoy the said property so left by said Elijah King, upon 
condifion that they furnish proper evidence of their having || 
been manumitted by the said Robert Carter. 


Mr. RUFFIN. I object. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. | now renew the motion 
that the House adjourn. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative, 














for his relief, which was rea 


printed, 
Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval | 


Navy, reported it back without amendment. 





Richard B. Carmichael, in behalf of the legal rep- 
| resentatives of William Carmichael, deceased, late 
chargé d’affaires of the United States at Madrid, 
| praying the allowance of an outfit, &c., submitted 


four o’clock, adjourned till to-morrow at eleven be printed. 


Relations, to whom was referred the petition of _ A Bill to Protect the Rights and Liberties of the Inhabitants 
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February 22, 





REPORTS. FROM. STANDING COMMITTEES. city of Detroit, in the State of Michigan, for the 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on | confinement of such persons as it shall become 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Hall | necessary to confine under the laws of the United 
Neilson, praying remission of interest on notes || States. To show its necessity, I ask the Secre. 
given the United States in payment for land, sub- || tary to fead the resolution, and a law recently 
mitted a report, accompanied by a joint resolution | 
and passed to a | 
second reading. The report was ordered to be || 


passed by the Legislature of that State. 
The resolution is as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee.on the Judiciary be ip. 


|| structed to inquire into the necessity of providing for the 


erection at Detroit, in the State of Michigan, of suitabie 


Affairs, to whom. was referred the bill from the || walidings Sr the aite Eeoping of surh ‘demons me, may by 


subject to confinement under the laws of the Uniteq 


House to provide a more efficient discipline for the || States. ; 


| Th tar t referred t , 
Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Foreign The, Gewssaty, sa98, Hie ott, neferred te, 90 fot 


lows: 


of this State. 


Sec. 1. The people of the State of Michigan enact, that 
it shall be the duty of the prosecuting attorneys, within 


| their respective counties, whenever any inhabitant of this 


informed thereof, diligently and fuithfully to use all lawfyj 
means to prot deiend, and procure to be discharged, 


} | ; 
The House thereupon, at twenty minutes past | an adverse report thereon; which was ordered to Se es daiah teamed adaedid tetas ee 
} 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- | 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of | 
A. 8, Bender, submitted a report accompanied by | 
IN SENATE. a bill for his relief; which was read, and passed to 
Tuorspay, February 22, 1855. | a second reading. The report was ordered to be 


| 
| 
Prayer by Rev, Winuiam H. Mizsven. printed. | 


o’clock, a, m, 








The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | GEORGIA AND FLORIDA BOUNDARY LINE. 


CUSTOM-HOUSE AT CLEVELAND. Mr. MALLORY submitted the following order | 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 1 for consideration: | 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, || Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate cause to be 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution || compiled and printed, with the documents of the present | 
of the Senate, information relative to the erection | session, all the documents and other papers in anywise | 
of a building for the accommodation of the custom- | 
house and other public buildings, at Cleveland, 
Ohio; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. \\ 
Mr. SEWARD presented the memorial of || 
Wiliam A. Powell, praying for further compen. |, 
sation for his services in executing the historical | agreed to: 
inting of the discovery of the Mississippi by || | Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
e Sow, for the vacant panel in the Rotunda of || quested, if not incompatible with the public aeate, to 
. ; . || Communicate to the Senate a copy of a letter addressed to 
the ee which was referred to the Committee | the Secretary of Siate by Francis W. Rice. late United | 
on the Library, F ae States consul at Aleapylco, since the 1]th of January last, 
Also, the memorial of William H. De Forrest, . relation ae Sone committed upon him by the au- 
raying for compensation for powder destroyed at || ‘orities. of Mexico, at that port. 
Ponta Arenas, during the bombardment of Grey- | COLONEL GILPIN’S REPORT. 
town by Captain Hollins, of the Navy; which was || fr, GWIN submitted the following resolution; | 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. || which was referred to the Committee on Printing: 
Mr SLIDELL presented the petition of Han- || Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be requested | 
nibal Fauik,and Eliza 8. Collier, of Louisiana, for | | 


| and Florida, heretofore laid before either House of Con- | 
gress, and of the reports of committees, and all proceed- | 
ings and action of either House thereon, so arranging the 
same that no paper be twice printed in such compilation. 


UNITED STATES CONSUL AT ACAPULCO. | 
Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 








t | to procute, for the use of the Senate, a copy of the report 
the confirmatign « f a tract of land in the Bastrop || of Colonel William Gilpin, oo the Hydrography of the | 


. ; : || North American Continent; and also nine bh 

oe awe Chai aefearet to the Committee on ! thirty sets of the maps accompanying the whe - 

Mr, BADGER presented a memorial of the || MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE. 
Vestry of Washington Parish, asking Congress to A message was received from the House of 
purchase an additional numbet of burial sites in || Representauves, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, | 
the Congressional Burying Ground; which was || informing the Senate that the House had passed a 
referred to the Committee on Pablic Buildings. || bill to regulate the carriage of passengers in steam- 
Mr. GWIN presented the petition of Mes. | ships and other vessels; also, that they had , 
Emma Du Barry, widow of Edmund L, Du Barry, || without amendment, Senate joint resolution for | 





Jate a surgeon in the United States Navy, praying || the relief of Rebecca Hinton; and a bill to organize 
reimbursement for extraordinary expenses in- || an institution fortheinsane of the Army and Navy, 
curred by her husband in Hong Kong, &c ; || and of the District of Columbia in the said Dis- 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval || trict. 


Affairs. DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR BILL. 


MERCANTILE MARINE. | Mr. MASON. I give notice that 1 shall, on 

Mr. PRATT.._I hold in my hand a resolution || Saturday, duting the morning hour, ask permis- 

of the Board of Trade of Baltimore, asking | sion of the Senate to call up the bill from the 

Congress to appoint a committee to sit during the || House of Representives, which has been reported 

receas and ine into the necessities of ship- | from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to re- 

owners toga to seamen and in relation to the |, model the diplomatic and consular. system of the 
some law to provide a substitute for 


assage of 601 United States. 
t ng in the mercantile service. I ask its refer- WILLIAM H. DE FORREST. 
ence to the Committee on Commerce. 





relating 10 the boundary line between the States of Georgia || 


| every such person 80 arrested or claimed as a fugitive slave, 
| See. 2. Al 


persons so arrested and clai as fugitive 
slaves shall be entitled to all the benefits of the writ of 
habeas corpus and of trial by jury. 

Sec. 3. lf such writ of habeas corpus shall be sued out 
in. vacation, and if, upon the hearing of the same, the 
person imprisoned, arrested, or claimed as a fugitive slave, 
| shall not be discharged, such person shall be entitled to ay 
appeal to the circuit court for the county in which such 
hearing shall have been had, on furnishing such bail! within 





|| such time as the officer granting the writ, or hearing the 


case, shall judge reasonable or proper. 

Sec. 4. The court to which sach appeal is taken, and any 
court to which a writ of habeas corpus in behalf of any such 
person claimed or arrested asa fugitive slave is made return- 
able, may, and shall, on application of either party to such 
proceedings, allow and directa wial by jury on all questions 
of fact in issue between the parties in the matter aforesaid; 


| and the taxable costs of such trial shall be chargeable to the 
|| State whenever the same would be otherwise chargeable to 


the person arrested or claimed as a fugitive slave. 
Sec. 5. No person so arrested or claimed as a fugitive 
slave shall be imprisoned in any jail or other prison in this 


’ , k || State; and any person having the care or control of any 
which wasconsidered by unanimous consent, and || 


prison, and permitting the imprisonment of such alleged 
fugitive slave therein, shail be subjected to the payment of 
a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,600. 

Sec. 6. Every person who shal! falsely declare, represent, 
| Or pretend that any free person entitled to freedom is a slave, 

or owes service or Jabor to any person or persons, with 
intent to procure, or aid, or assist in procuring the forcible 
removal of such free person from. this State, as a Slave, 
| shall be imprisoned not less than tbree nor more than five 


| years in the State prison. 


Sec. 7. Every person who shail wrongfully and mali- 
ciously seize, or procure to be seized, any free person entitled 
to freedom, with intent to have such persoy held in slavery, 
shall pay a fine of $1,000 and be imprisoned five years in 
the State prison. © ~ 





Sec. 8. In all cases arising under the provisions of sec- 
tions seven and eight of this act, the truth of any declara- 
tion, representation, or pretense, that any person being, or 
having been, in this State, is, or was a slave, or owes, or 
did owe service or labor to any other person or persons, 
shall not be proved except by the testimony of at least two 
credible witnesses, testifying to facts directly tending to 
establish the truth of such declaration, pretense, or repre- 
sentation, or by legal evidence equivalent thereto. 

Sec. 9. No declaration, pretense, or representation that 
any person is or was an apprentice fora fixed term of years, 
or owes, or did owe. service merely as such apprentice for 
such fixed term, shall be deemed prohibited by this act; and 
no such declaration, pretense, or representation that any 
person is, or was, such an apprentice for such fixed term, or 
owes or did owe service, merely as'such an tice for 
such fixed term, shail be liable to any penalty under this 


act. 
Sec. 10. All acts, or parts of acts, conflicting with the 
provisions of this act are hereby repealed. HR ; 


Mr. STUART. Ido not desire, at this time, 
to discuss that question. I only wish to say that 
there is now in the State of Michigan no building 
of the kind contemplated by the resolution belong- 
ing to the United States which can be used for their 
own purposes. As is known to all, the State build- 





* $id tb Yep Mr. SEWARD. | ask the unanimous consent || Committee on the Judiciary wil 
oan een Nee iene oat ee | of the Senate to introduce, at the ‘foatenics of the || Subject, and if it is n , in order to a fall 
yen @neatioks4 : State Department, a joint resolation té authorize || ¢xeeution of the laws, that a <a should be 
Me. PRATT. ‘Then, the resolution which 1 || te Payment to William Hi. De Forrest, of the || erected, they will make a recommendation for that 
hove presented may lie upon the table. sum of $12,000, for aquantity of powder destroyed te sche eeaaectall tan san won qo 
Mr. RAMLIN. I present the following res- || # Punta Arenas. TIE pig me gpa yg be gh sree 
olution: Ciariatios ‘malt Side Giveds Gil Wok iet SSS AS ae Roecisile abehioe hn’ eae af 
resolution was introduc ead t ; ae ; A : 
spanned tw deca tein memes as || M&~ SEWANED. ask for is consideraon || United Stat, which are conaititionaland pre: 
Rua ae ce BREE 1 pirat: “raya. ies the wil ty ster Sate 
and improvement of Ameri hat they shall not |j UNITED STATES BUILDING IN MICHIGAN. || the resolution. Thold ts ary herd Me President, 
pa aoe: n.to|, Mr. STUART. [| ask leave to introduce a || several petitions of citizens of New York in rela- 
be tugetber with at resolution to refer a subject to the Committee on || tion to slavery. It.is my duty to: them to 
grees, the Judiciary. It is to instruct them to inquire || the Senate, end the seemsa time. 
- Mr. MASON. Let it lie over. into the propriety of erecting a building in the || propose to state b the purport of each, and 
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then to move that they be referred to a select 
committee. F 

They present various phases of the slavery 
question. In one, the petitioners ask that the pro- | 
tection of Congress may be extended to citizens | 
of one State traveling in another; in another, they | 
pray for the prohibition of the traffic in slaves 
among the several States; in a third, they recom- | 
mend the abolition of slavery in this District; in | 
another, they insist on the repeal of the fugitive | 
slave act; in another, they demand that slaves be | 
no longer sold under judicial process for the pay- 
ment of debts to the United States; in still an- 
other, they remonstrate against pay ment, out ofthe | 
Federal Treasury, for the negtoes of the Amistad, | 
who were eee ee freemen by Pen Sone 
but claimed to property by pani v- 
ernment; and in the Sak Sep ask for the _ 
hibition of slavery and the slave trade in the Ter- 
ritories of the United States. 

These several petitions are signed, in part, by 
the same, and, in part, by different individuals. 
They were committed to my charge by a gentle- | 
man of distinguished worth and high social po- | 
sition The signers are men of character and | 
substance, intelligent and patriotic. They have a | 
right to be respectfully and fairly heard. 

I move the reference of these petitions to a select | 
committee for several reasons. 

First, the importance of the general question of 
slavery, which they present under different as- 
pects, justifies such a reference. Noone here can | 
fail to observe the immense, not to say overpow- | 
ering, influence which slavery exerts over almost 
every act of the Government. It was but yester- | 
day that the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. | 





Bropueap] invoked the aid of Senators from the | 


slave States against the proposed credits for duties | 


on railroad iron, and intimated, not obscurely, that | 


the loyaity of Pennsylvania to the South might || speeches. 
be affected by their refusal. To-day, the Senator || 
from Michigan (Mr. Srvakr] causes to be read, at | But I seek no debate. 


the Clerk’s table, an act of the Legislature of his 
State, for the protection of its inhabitants against 
unlawful seizure, as evidence of the necessity of 
prompt action ee his resolution of inquiry into | 
the necessity of providing United States jails at | 
Detroit. Thus, on every side, we confront this | 
question. Hardly a question, indeed, I may say, 


no subject comes before Congress which is not, || 


nearly or remotely, affected by considerations and | 
influences growing out of the institution of slavery. | 
No attempt to settle this slavery question has yet | 
succeeded. Adjusted by one compromise, it de- | 
mands another; settled again, it is again renewed. | 
The very compromises by which it was adjusted, 
are broken by its power. Such a quesuon, so 
important, and so importunate, so pervasive, and 
so controlling, eettainly deserves the consideration 
of a select committee. 

Secondly, I submit that the ordinary rule of 
legislative proceedings requires such a reference. 
All memorials and all propositions, according to 
the common course of parliamentary action, | 
should be referred to a- favorable, or, at least, to 
an imparti@l committee. Every Senator knows 
that the standing committees of this body to 
which these petitions might be otherwise appro- 
priately referred, are so constituted, that the peti- | 
tioners could not expect from them even an impar- | 
tial, much less a favorable, consideration. A ref- 
erence to a select committee is therefore necessary 
to secure for these petitioners that eandid and lib- | 
eral hearing which American citizens have a right 
to demand from their national Legislatare. 
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_ Thirdly, f beg Senators to consider whether 
justice to brother Senators and members of the 
other House of Congress, who share, in a greater 
or less degree, the sentiments of these petitioners 
oe not 
Tt is: 


S77! 
Adams, and seeking only their just and im them to alternate. That is all that it provides for, 
application to legislation and administration. We || and surely there can be no objection to it. 
are no longer inconsiderable in number here, and || The » by unanimous consent, proceeded 
we represent a majority of the voting population || to consider the bill as in Committee of the Whole, 
of the Union. Under such circumstances, I re- it proposes to extend to the two judicial districts 
spectfully ask, how can a reference to a select || of Florida the provisions of the act of Congress 
committee be denied with propriety or justice? || approved July 29, 1852, entitled “* An act to pro- 
Finally, sir, it is due to the people of the slave || vide for holding the courts of the United Staten 
States, and to the slaveholding class itself, that || in case of the sickness or other disability of the 
this reference should be order They ought to | judges of the district courts,’’ and that the ap- 
have correct and authentic information as to the | pointment of either of those judges to hold tha 
views and purposes of those who agree in ihe gen- || courts in the district of the other, in consequence 
eral with these petitioners, I have already said | of sickness or disability, may be made by the 
that I believe they constitute at this moment a Chief Justice of the United Stares, or by the cir- 
majority of the electors uf the country. Party ties | cuit judge of an adjoining circuit. Notwithstand- 
have hitherto restrained their action. But party |, ing this, however, the certificate of a jadge of either 
ties, as we have been made to see clearly, during | district, certifying that he is unable, from sickness 
the debates of the last two days, visibly decay, or physical disability, to hold any regular, ad+ 
wax old, and are ready to vanish away. Instead | journed, or extra term of the courts of his district, 
of the old parties, new organizations arise. || and requesting the judge of the other district to 
Through these new organizations, or over them, || hold them, shall, when filed in the clerk's office 
the people will assert their supremacy; and the | be sufficient to authorize the other judge to hold 
people are against slavery. Under these circum- | the courts. ; 
stances, what interest can the slave States have in || The bill was reported to the Senate without 
suppressing the clear expression of distinct opinions || amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the — 
clang subject? Is it not better for them to keow \| third time, and passed. 
what the opponents of slavery in the free States | . 
really propose to do? Why should they fight | wearer etl rem 
shadows and phantoms? Why not inform them-|| Mr. EVANS. Mr. President, I have been 
selves accurately and carefully of real facts and || reminded by something that [| have seen in the 
the actual situation? Surely, sir, it is best that || Morning papers, that this is the birth-day of Gen- 
each section of the country should fully under- || eral Washington, and I know of no more fit ocea- 
stand what the other sections wish or propose in || Sion that can occur upon which to call up the bill, 
reference to matters of such interest. If real || Which has now been for more than a year before 
dangers exist they can be best encountered when | the Senate, to provide for the final settlement of 
clearly seen and fully understood. [f no real || theclaims of the officers of the revolutionary army, 
danger exist, true information will dispel needless |, and of the widows and orphan children of those 
alarms. | who died in the service. I presume every Sen- 
It is not my habit, Mr. President, to make long || tor has made up his opinion about that bill. [do 
I confess to some reluctance even to || 2Ot propose to discuss it or to say a word upon it. 
make this motion, and to say what | have said. | All that I desire is that there shall be a vote upon it. 
| merely propose a refer- Mr. CLAY. That bill must necessarily lead 
ence, that a committee may consider and report. || to some debate, and I insist that it would bea 
For this sufficient time remains, and | trust that || better economy of the public time to finish the bus- 
my motion may be agreed to. | iness on which we have been engaged. 1 must, 
r, WELLER. It is very remarkable, if the || therefore, oppose taking up that bill until we dis- 
Senator from Ohio has had these petitions in his | pose of the business which we yesterday left un- 
pase for a long time, that he should have || finished. 
een delayed up to this hour introducing them || Mr. JOHNSON. Before votin 
before the Senate. Now, sir, there are but eight || this bill, | should be very glad to hear it read, or 
legislative days left for Congress, and there is a || to hear something about it. If it is a general bill 
vast amount of pubiic business to transact; but || which will lead to general debate, | must certainly 
here, at the very heel of the session, he proposes || object to its consideration at this time. 
that we shall enter into a general discussion of the || r. EVANS. An hour and a half is wanting 
subject of slavery. .If it were desirable, at any || before one o’clock will arrive—the hour when the 
time, that we should discuss those questions to || unfinished business of yesterday will regularly 
which he has alluded, it would certainly be im- || come up. ‘The bill which | have moved to take 
proper now. It is manifestly improper, from the || up has been before the Senate since the 6th of 
fact that there isa large amount of business which || February, 1854, and if gentlemen have not read it, 
must be disposed of before we adjourn. {| move, || they never will read it. 
therefore, that the petitions, with the pending Mr, CLAY. I will assist the Senator in taking 
motion of the Senator from Ohio, be laid on the || it up when we dispose of the unfinished business 
table, where, I trust, they will sleep the sleep that | of yesterday. 
knows no waking. : Mr. JOHNSON. I understand that this ia a 
Mr. SUMNER. On that motion I call for the || general bill, and it is whispered around the Cham- 
yeas and nays. || ber that it is an immense pension bill, which em- 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being || braces millions of dollars. If that be the case, I 
taken, resulted— yeas 29, nays 13; as follows: || really think it ought not to be, and probably will 
YEAS—Messrs, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Brodhead, || not be, passed without debate; and for that reason 
oan tees, febiaas Gace er ecco Maske | | ar bra NS RIB i A Row 
Mason, Morin, Petit. Rusk, Sebastian, Shictla, Shel, || WHOL wil lead to deberes en 
tuart, ‘Thom o icky, w ot . 
Toucey, Welter, and Wright--39. eda Mr. SEWARD called for the yeas and nays 
tees Brainerd, Chase, Comper, Dodge of || on the motion; and they were ordered. 
isconsip, Fessenden, Foot, Gillette, Hamlin, James, || Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, there is no 


ese he ce aes epee ge he tabl Senator in this body to whom | would render an 
a Pee to lie on the table. act of courtesy more cheerfully than to the Senator 


ALTERNATION OF JUDGES IN FLORIDA. who has submitted this motion; but | desire to 
Mr. GEYER. The Committee on the Judi- || state the reason which will compel me to vote 
ciary, to whom was referred House bill to pro- against his motion, and which, | think, will excuse 





on taking up 

















vide for holding the United States courts in the || me from all suspicion of a want of courtesy. It 
northern and southern districts of Florida, in case || is true that this bill involves the expenditure of 
of the sickness or disability of either of the || millions.of dollars; it is equally true that I have 
judges of those districts, have directed me to with that Senator in maturing it,and I 
refort it back without amendmen, and to recom- 

di by theSenators 


am di to vote for a measure embracing much 
mend its of what is included in his bill; but suppose we 
from Florida to ask for its t consideration, 

and I trust the Henisl' will agent 


. Lam 
take it up and pass it in the Senate, it is a bill 
which can never be acted On in the House at this 


It is consequently so much labor thrown 


7 that reason I must vote against the 
_* Mr. MALLORY. This is a bill to authorize || motion, . 
the judges of the two districts in Florida to alter-/| Mr. SEWARD. I leave to remind the 


nate. One has aro and cannot hold |, honorable Senator from Maine, and al! other Sen- 
his court. The object of bill is only to allow | erore, that this te the ‘23d of February, and that 


agree to act upon it C 
now. session. 


Several Senators. What is it? away. For 
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this is an old subject. It concerns the payment | for its adjudication within that time, shall be for- 


of just claims of the relics of the revolutionary || ever 


war, and we cannot do a better thing than 


the bill on this day, even though it should involve || 


the payment of a large amount of money. 
Mr. SHIELDS. 


barred.” 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, | 


|| and the amendments made as in Committee of the 


| agree with the honorable | 


Senator from New York. This bill has been be- | 


fore the Senate fur two sessions, but it has hardfy | 


received the slightest consideration, although the 
honorable Senator from South Carolina has re- 

tedly pressed it upon theattention of the Senate. 
Now [think it is time to take itup. To do ro is 


not, as is supposed by the honorable Senator from | 
Maine, an act of courtesy: justice requires that | 


thie bill should be acted upon. 
taken up this morning. 

Mr. BROWN. 1 wish to ask my friend from 
South Carolina whether thia is not a Senate bill 
Has it ever passed the House? 

Mr. EVANS. It has not passed the House; 
but | have assurances, so far as the declaration of 
persons are concerned, that it will pass the House. 

Mr. BROWN. Well, sir, I do not think any- 
body who knows anything about the House of 
Representatives, supposes they will take up a 


1 hope it will be | 
|| of full pay for five 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| came entitled to half-pay until his death, if that | 


W hole were concurred in. The bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and was read 
the third time. It proposes to pay the officers of 


the army of the Revolution the half-pay for life to | 


which they were entitled under the resolutions of | 
Congress of October 21, 1789, January 17, 1781, 


May 8, 17381, and March 8, 1785, including assist- || 


ant surgeons, or surgeons’ mates, who are to be 
allowed the same as lieutenants, although they 
may have received, in lieu of it, the commutation | 
years, under the resolution of 
Congress of March 22, 1783. ! 
It is to be the duty of the proper accounting 
officer of the Treasury, when applied to for that | 
purpose, by any one who, by this bill, is entitled 
to receive, or his or her guardian, to ascertain | 


what is due to any officer, from the time he be- | 


| 


occurred before the 3d day of March, 1826; but if 


pension bill involving several millions of dollars, || 


and pass it within the next seven or eight days. 
It is entirely out of the question; it is an utter 


waste of time; and | shall, therefore, vote against | 


taking ape bill. 
Mr. CLAY. | will ask the Senator from South 


|| 22, 1783 
|| receive half-pay for life, under the resolutions men- | 


Carolina of how many millions of dollars he sup- | 


pare this bill will involve the expenditure? | 
ave been advised that the amount will not be less 
than $5,000,000. ~ 

Mr, EVANS. On a former occasion I stated 
that the best judgment which I could form, was 


| has been ascertained, the Secretary of the 


he died after that time, then up to the 3d day of 
March, 1826. When the amount due toan 


officer 
reasury | 
is to pay it, after deducting the amount received | 
for commutation, under the resolution of March | 
Those officers who were entitled to 


tioned, and did not receive it, or cormmutation in | 


lieu of it, are to be paid, on establishing their | 


that it would require $3,000 000, the payment of | 


which would be scattered over a period of about 


four years, giving a sum considerably less than | 


$1 000,000 a year, and not much more than half 
our presert pension list. 
owever, to say, that, from what [| have since 


1 am bound in candor, || 
|| received in battle, whether the officer belonged to || 


learned as to the vigilance of pension agents, as || 


they are called, probably a still greater sum than 
that may be required—possibly $4,000,000; but 
even if every man who served in the war and re- 
ceived his commutation shall be paid over again, 
it will only amount to about $6,000,000. 
not exceed that. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
upon proceeding to the consideration of the bill, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 16; as follows: 

VEAS—Mesers. Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Brainerd, 


Brouhead, Butler, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Evans, 
Fessenden, Poot, Geyer, Gillette, James, Morton, Seward, 


Shield<, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Wade, Walker, | presented, is the bona fide owner, and’ that it has | 


Clay, Fitzpatrick, || ; | 
| ta any person; and all sales, transfers, mortgages, 


Wetter, Wetis, and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Mesers. Brown, Chase, 
Hamiin, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, 
Mason, Pearce, Petit, Rusk, Sebastian, Slidell, and 
Swart—16. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
accordingly, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill to provide for 
the final setriement of the claims of the officers of 


the revolutionary army, and of the widows and || 


orphan children of those who died io the service. 
Mr. WELLS. 
fourth section, by striking out the words “ and 


have not since been provided for by any special | 


act of Congress.” 
these words occur is, 
“That those officers who were entitled to receive half- 
pey for life under the resolutions aforesaid, and did not 
receive the same, or the commutation in lieu thereof, and 


The connection in which 


| 


| 





rights to the satisfaction of the accounting officer. 
The half-pay for seven years, promised by the | 


| resolution of Congress of August 24, 1780, to the | 


| 
widows and orphan children of those officers, who | 
died in the service, is to be paid in like manner, 
on proof to the satisfaction of the accounting offi- | 
cer; and the benefit of that resolution is to be ex- | 
tended to the widow and orphan children of all | 
officers who were killed in battle or died of wounds | 


the Continental line, or any volunteer corps called || 


into service under the authority of any State; but | 
no payment is to be made under this provision | 


| except to those specially described in that resolu- | 
| tion, 
It can- || 


The Secretary of War, under the direction, and 


| with the approbation of the President, is to pre- | 


\| after to be forever barred. 
I move to amend the bill in the || 


} 


have not since been provided for, by any special act of || 


Congress, shall be paid, ’’ &c. 


Mr. EVANS. I would prefer to amend the 
clause so as (o read, ‘‘ and have not since received 
their commutation under any special act of Con- 

.”” The reason for this alteration is, that 

eneral Stark received some special provision 
under an act of Congress, but it was not his com- 
mutation. [ have no objection to the amendment, 
however; iets the eet dal 
pose, it would be i provided for, a 
think my repooane Cand be better 
strike out the words. 

The amendment of Mr. Wetie was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS. There is a verbal amendment 
nece in the twelfth section where the word 
** ite” should be * their." The word should be 
‘Plural instead of singular. The connection is 
‘and all claims not presented with the evidence 


| 
| 
| 


| 


ments made by its authority are to be without | 
In every case satisfactory proof isto be | 
made that the person in whose name a claim is | 


not been sold, trausterred, pledged, or mortgaged | 


or pledges of any of the claims, are declared void. 
A'l persons receiving the benefit of the act are | 


to receive it in full satisfaction of all claims, under |! 


any of the resolutions of Congress recited in it, | 
and for all losses aileged to have been sustained by 
depreciation in the value of commutation certifi- 
cates. Ail claims not presented within ten years 





The PRESIDENT. The question now is, shall 
the bill pass ? 

Mr. CLAY. On that question I call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

Mr. SLIDELL. If I thought there was the 
slightest probability of this bill being passed b 


obliged to state the very many objections which I 
have to it; butas I know the Senate is very anx- 
ious to proceed to the consideration of other bus- 
iness | shall simply content myself with recording 
my vote in the negative. 

Mr. BELL. Mr. President, I cannct allow this 
bill to pass without making one remark to my 
friend from South Carolina, the author of the bill. 
I know that he sympathizeg with me sincerely and 
deeply in regard to a class of distinguished men, 
some of whom fell in battle and o survived 
for many long years after that contest, who were 
not called into service either by the authority of 
the General Government or by any State. If this 
bill shall be , | shall at some future time, 
if I have the honor of a seat on this floor, intro- 
duce a bill to do equal justice to those men; but I 
will not now attempt to arrest the passage of this 
measure by any debate, or by an attempt to amend 

> 


the House of Representatives | should feel myself | 
} 





| scribe such rules of evidence as may be necessary || Mr. HUNTER: 
|| to carry into effect the provisions of the act, gc- | 
| cording to its true intentand meaning. All pay- 
le 
| interest. 


|| we can dispose of it in an hour or leas. 





it, which might prove fatal both to the princi 
object of Py and of the amendment. hot 


r. PETTIT. 1 wish to ask the Senator from 


| Tennessee whether this bill, by its provisions, or 
_ by any construction which can be put upon it, wil} 


| allow payment to the Hessians, or the. descendanty 


| of the mercenary troops who fought against us in 

| the Revolution? . 

Mr BELL. I presume not. 

Mr. PETTIT. Has the Senator examined it 

| in reference to that point? 

| Mr. BELL. I have examined it sufficiently to 

| see that it does not cover all the claims which 
might very well be made. 

| Mr. EVANS. It covers no classes except those 

| to whom Congress promised half pay. 

| The vote on the passage of the bill was—yeas 

| 26, nays 15; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Brainerd, Brodhead, But. 

| ler, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Evans, 

| Fessenden, Foot, Gillette, Hamlin, James, Jones of lowa, 

| Jones of -Tennessee, Morton, Seward, Shields, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentueky, Wade, Walker, Wells, and 

ight—26. 

NAYS— Messrs. Brown, Clay, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hun- 

| ter, Johnson, Mason, Pearce, Pettit, Pratty Rusk, Slidell, 

| Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, and Weller—15. 


| So the bill was passed. 


INVALID PENSION BILL. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 moveto postpone the prior 
| orders, for the purpose of taking up the pension 
| apprepriation bill. The Senator from Maine [Mr. 
Ham iy] is anxious to have it disposed of, as he 
may be called away to-morrow. | hope gentlemen 
will give me at least until one o’clock to have the 
bill disposed of. I think that by that time we 
can finish it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
not be taken up now. 

Mr. CLAY. I trust the Senate will first pro- 
ceed with the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. STUART. I desire to dispose of the re- 
port made yesterday from the committee of con- 
ference on the swamp land bill, and yet I do not 
wish to interpose against the motion made by the 
Senator from Virginia. If the bill is likely to be 
disposed of in the time which he anticipates, and 
the Senate choose to take it up} I shall yield, and 





1 hope that it will 


|| vote to take it up, but, otherwise, I shall ask the 


Senate to dispose of the privileged question to 
which I have alluded. 

I hope Senators will agree to 
take up the pension appropriation bill. [ think 
There is 
but a single point remaining on the bill to be set- 
tled by our vote. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ac- 
cordingly resumed the consideration of the amend- 
ment of the House of Representatives to the second 
amerdment of t:.e Senate to the bill of the House 
| making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other’ pensions of the United States, for the 
year ending June 30, 1856. 

The second amendment of the Senate was to 
add: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the widows of 
the officers, non-commissioned officers, marines, or mari- 
ners, who served in the Navy of the United States during 
the revolutionary war, and who were matrri nee the ist 
day of January, 1800, shall be entitled to pensions in the 
same manner, apd to the same extent, as the widows of 
officers and soldiers of the army of the Revolution, under 
the second section of the act of February 3, 1853; and the 
pensions grauted by this act, and those under said second 
section of the act of February 3, 1853, shall commence on 
the 4th of March, 1842. 

The House agreed to this, with an amendment, 
‘to strike out ‘and the ions granted by this 
| act, and those under said second section of the act 








of February 3, 1853, shall commence on the 4th 
of Marcel, 1848.” The question is on concurring 
in this action of the House, as recommended by 

the Committee on Finance. 
Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. Os I hope the 
ent recom- 


Senate will not concur in the am 
mended by the Committee on Finance. | was 


not present at the time when the original amend- 
ment was adopted by the Senate. I was then at 
my home, but I thedebates which took place 
on that occasion. If | am not mistaken, 

es ‘ ee P 
ment, jected to a8 out of place. 
That obj I think, can no ee 
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will insist upon their whole amendment, It is an 


under that act, for its consideration, 
important amendment, and [ ask the attention of 


= : he had retired see ofies, > i the — Secre- 
Senate while I state, as briefly as | can, and | tary was appoi in his place. present | 
— more briefly than was ay eciinal inten- | Secretary has given to it the construction whith 

tion, the reasons which I think should, with all 1 now prevails, and, I doubt not, with a full belief | 
propriety, induce the Senate to insist upon their | on his mind, that, if he committed an error, it was 
former amendment. || one which Congress would certainly remedy and | 








: 


By the original law, pensions were granted to | correct. — | 
the widows of revolutionary officers and soldiers || Now, sir, look at the language of the Commis- || 
who were married prior to 1783. There was a | sioner of Pensions in the letter which he has sent _ 
good reason for fixing the time in 1783, because |, to us on this subject. The Committee of bet 
the soldiers prior to that date were absent from | and Means of the House did not see fit to ask the | 
their families, and those widows were necessarily || Department its opinion as to the amountof money |, 
compelled to discharge duties towards the family | that would be required to carry it outif it should |, 
which were more onerous, responsible, and bur- | take effect, as Congress designed and intended that 
densome to them than those who were married | it should, and as the fair import of the language | 
after the war. By the law of 1848 the time lim- implies, according tomy construction of it. What | 
iting the marriage to 1783 was extended to 1800, || says the Commissioner of Pensions? Mark, sir, | 
and the act of 1848, which I have now before me, || the very language of this letter is a quasi recom- || 
provided that the widows of every revolutionary || mendation in favor of the adoption of this provision || 
officer, soldier, mariner, or any Indian spy, mar- | of the Senate; for, after stating in his letter the | 
ried prior to the Ist of January, 1800, should be || déta required by the Committee of Ways and | 
entitled to that pension to which her husband | Means, an estimated number of pensioners, and | 
would have been entitled, if alive. That was 
fixing an arbitrary line, excluding entirely every | to 
person married subsequent to 1800, while it allowed || sions, he says: 


Mr. HUNTER. I only ask that the letter of 
the Commissioner of Pensions be read, and thea 
1 am willing to submit the question to the Senate. 

The Secretary read the letter, as follows: 

Pension Orrice, December 26, 1854, 

Six: I have received your note of the 23d instant, calling 
my attention to the amendments adopted by the Senate to 
the bill making ——— for the payment of iuvatic 
and other pensions of the United States for the year ending 
the 30.8 day, of June, 1856, and asking me to furnich you 
with an estimate of the amount of money necessary to meet 
its requiremenis, and also an explanation of its provisions 


|| and its effect on our pension system. 


The amendinent in question consists of two propositions. 
The first extends the benefits of the provision of the second 
section of the act of February 3, 1853, to the widows of the 


| officers, non commissioned officers, mariners, and marines 


who served in the Navy of the United States during the 
revolutionary war. Tbe second proposition requires all 
under said section to be made to commence on the 
4th day of March, 1848. The effect of the first propesition 
will be an addition of atout twenty- five persons to the pen- 
sion list, whose annual stipend will amount to about $2,002. 
This proposition harmonizes entirely with ali former pen- 
sion acts relating to the widows of officers and soldiers of 
the revolutionary war, and is required to su 
dental omission in the act of February 3, 1 
The second proposition will give to each pensioner under 


y an acei- 


| the amount required upon that estimated number |! tne second section of the act of February 3, 1853, an amount 
|| to be paid from the Treasury to satisfy those pen- || equal to the pension of such person for a period of four 


years and eleven months. The amount to each pensioner 


7 i : ot | wi 9 
a pension to every widow who was married prior | a hicida tenes aioe argent inaiitasenents will vary from $9 33 to $2,950, according to the amount of 


to 1800 


‘pensions of the widows of those officers and sol- || "q"¢st that, in case the House of Representatives concur | 





place, I drafted an amendment very hastily and 
sent it to the Chair, which was adopted by a large 
vote of the Senate. It was one which gave a pen- 


amended, so as to appropriate a sufficient »um to meet the 
increased demand under this act, which will be not less | 
|| than $1,000,000. 
sion to the widows of those who served in the || I think the language itself is pregnant with 
revolutionary army only, omitting, by mistake, | pune. . 

mariners and marines. The provision including | Mr. HUNTER. Will the Senator read the 
the widows of mariners and marines has now been | whole letter? 

adopted by the Senate, and concurred in by the | Mr. HAMLIN. 





I have stated substantially 


House. Allow me, at this point,.to read the sec- || what the whole letter is. 

tion of the act of 1853 to the Senate; it is very number of o 

brief: \ pension, under the provision of the Senate amend- 
“That the widows of all officers, non-commissioned || ment, is estimated at two thousand nine hundred; | 

officers, musicians, and privates, of the revolutionary army, | and he estimates the amount of pension to each | 

who were married subsequent to January Anno Domini | 

1800, shall be entitled to a pension in the same manner as | 

those who were married before that date.’? 


| 1848, about $1,180,000 will be r 





What was the meaning, what was the intention | concluding paragraph he limits the appropriation | 
of the Senate in adopting that section? for I con- || which he asksto $1,000,000, which, | take it, is the || 


. | cisely as possible, and while J would not urge one objection || 
In 1853, when the bill extending the five years | to the adoption of this amendment, [ would most earnestly || 


with the Senate, you will take the proper measures to have | 


diers was before the Senate, sitting here in my || the bill for the payment of invalid and other pensionsfurther || controlled by the opinion of the Attorney General, dated 


It states that the whole \! 
ersons who would be entitled to a | 


pension to which they are now respectively entitied. This 
| Department has decided that the second section of the oct 
| of February 3, 1853, is a new law; that i: creates a new 
| class of pensioners not before entitied, and being silent as 
to the time when its benefits are to commence; thet it is 


| Oetober 24, 1836 ; and, consequently, that it can confer no 
right anterior (0 its passage. Ali pensions under it have, 
therefore, been made to commence on the day the act was 
approved. 

The number of persons already admitted to the pension 
rolt under this act, is two thousand five hundred and forg- 
five. The number of applications suspended, most of 
which will yet be admitted, is two hundred and eighty-six. 
Applications are now being presented at the rate of some- 
thing oversixtya month. Itis, therefore, manifest that ihe 
' number of pensioners under this section will soon exered 
three thousand. The average annual stipend w these 
| pensioners is a trifle over eighty dullars. It will require, 
| therefore at least, $241,000 to pay these pensionera one 
year; $1,180,000 to pay them for ithe time epecified in the 
| proposed amendment. Besides, the husbands of many of 


as equal to eighty dollars; and then he says, that || these pensioners have lived since the 4th of March, 1818, 


if you allow the act of 1853 to take ¢ffect from || and have received their pensions to the time of their death. 
uired: but in his | This amendment will give to these widows a pension for 
. 


the same time their husband received theirs, which bas 
heretofore been prohibited by law. 
1 have thus endeavored to anawer your inquiries as con- 


tend that our amendment to this bill, if insisted || sum necessary to carry out the provisions of the || cisely a3 possibie, and while | would not urge one objection 


upon and adopted by thetwo Houses, is but sim- | law if it should take effect from 1848. 
ply explanatory of what is, in fact, the true|| This, then, is the true statement of the case: 
meaning of that section of the act of 1853, and || Congress passed a law which their debates show 
what was intended by Congress to be its true || they intended should take effect from 1848, and | 
meaning at the time of its adoption. That sec- || that it should simply remove an odious, an im- 
tion provides that those widows who were mar- || proper,and an unjust discrimination between wid. | 
ried subsequent to 1800, should receive the pen- || ows who were married prior, and those married | 
sion ‘*in the same manner” as those who were || subsequent, to 1800. The committee of conference | 
married prior to 1800. Does the construction || of the two branches, takin the direction of the | 
which has been put upon the law by the Secretary || Secretary of the Interior at that time, as to what | 
of the Intetior give to the widows who were mar- || would be the true constraction given to that lan- 
ried subsequent to 1800, pensions in the same | guage, recommended it with that purpose. Now, 
manner as those who were married prior to that || it is simply for the Senate to say whether they 
date? Certainly it does not, | will insist upon what was clearly the intention of 
I am sorry that the Senator from South Carolina || the law of Congress, and what is the meaning of 
(Mr. Butier] isnot now in his seat; but I recollect, || the law, fairly interpreted, upon its face; and 
distinctly, and I doubt not other Senators will || whether, in doing that, they will adopt a system 
recollect, that when this section was under discus- || which will place all the widows of our revolution- 
sion in the Senate, that Senator obj to it || ary soldiers upon terms of equality; or whether 
because ic might be construed by the ent || they will say to one widow. who was married on 
as going back to 1836. It was, however, adopted the last.day of December in 1799, *“* You shall be 





ry e Senate. It went to the House, and the || entitled to a full pension;’’ while the widow who 

ouse non-concurred in our, amendment. A | was married on the first day of January, 1800, 

committee of conference was upon between || shall not receive one farthing for the four or five 

the two branches. I was myself com- || years, when the other widows were entitled to, 

mittee of aneee. While the subject was under | and did receive, their pensions. 

consideration by the between the two This is the true state of the case. [ do not pro- 

Houses of C I went to the then Secretary || pose to take up the time of the Senate in alee: | 


ating it. Sn ee ent, com- 
sicutin iaaell. th tha gaodaeesear is body. 

I do sincerely hope the Senate will insist upon 
their former vote, and let the matter go back to 
the House of Representatives. | wish that it may 

CT ae sport it for a conference, 


































| to the adoption of this amendment, | wou'd mo=t earnemly 
| requ. st that in case the House of Representatives concur 
with the Senate, that you will take the proper measures to 





|| have the bill for the payment of invalid and other pevsions 


| further amended, so as to appropriate a sufficient sum to 


|| meet the increased demand uuder this act, which wili te 


| not less than $1,000,000. 
I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, L. P. WALDO, Commissioner, 


| Hon. G. 8. Houston, Chairman of the Committee of 1’ 
and Means. " f eo 


letter to which I intended to allude, and that is the 
statement that the amendment of the Senate, as 
it stands, might give pensions to the widows for 
|| the same time that their husbands were entitled 
|| and did actually receive pensions. That is true, 
‘| and I will state a case. Suppose the husband 
| died in 1850, the pension would go back to 1848 
according to the terms of our amendment; but 
|| that is a feature which, if the Senate shall. insist 
|| on their former vote, can be remedied by the com- 
|| mittee of conference, by simply adding a proviso 
| that no widow shall receive a pension for the time 
her husband was entitled to and did receive ones 
Mr. PESSENDEN. Lest there should be 
|| some apprehension about it, | wish to call the 
| attention of the Senate to the fact that our amend- 
ment will not add a single person tc the pension 
list which the bill, as it now stands, does pot 
place there. It does not affect the number of per- 
sons on the pension list at al], and when this sum 
of $1,000,600 is paid, it is finally paid, and the 
amount does not reach that in any single year here- 
after. The only question, therefore, is, whether 
the Senate will a iate this sum to do justice 
to thisclass of persons. | willadd, Mr, President, 
that, although the pa may be amended 
i conference, as 


| Mr. HAMLIN. There is one point in that 








think will find that there is no danger of ite ap- 
‘lying, at any period, to a person whose husband 
n alive received a pension. It cannot be so from 
the nature of things, nor according to the pro 
construction uf the amendment of the Senate. 




















Mr. TIUNTER called’ for the yeas and nays; 


wish to 


- ast ancuiean uet only placed 

wuiows of naval « flicers on the same footing with 
oor nent but ve them back pay | 
years. The House to put | 

the widows of naval officers on a footing with 

those of the Army, but struck out so much of our 

* back pay. The 

in that amendment 


wish to ask my friend from 
: Will the effect of the 
by the Senate be to to 
‘those navy officers a for a 
y offi- 

853 ? 


cera have not 
Mr. H ER. No, sir. The effect of the 


five 


“Me 


owe of Army officers and 


son, Fones n , earce, 
ba ea of New Jersey, Toueey, Weller, and 
AVS—Mesers. Badger, Brainerd, Chase, Clayton, 
Conper, doo Wis : Sumendes, Ginens, Hamlin, 
Kentucky, Wade, Walker, Wells, and Wileon—19, 
So the Senate concurred in the amendment of 
the Llouse to their second amendment; and the bill, 
as thus modified, was finally passed. 
PURCHASERS OF SWAMP LANDS. 
Mr. STUART. I now move to take up for 
: the made by the committee 
gs . , on the bill of the House 
r the relief eee aren af enemy 
and overflowed 
“Mr. CLAY. I 
to the con of the unfinished business of 
the Senator from 


- The bill to 
alludes will necessarily leed to debate; 
do hot now see in their seats the Senators 


who feel a deep interest in it. 
The PRESIDENT. The first question is on 
the motion Senator from Michigan to take 


_ of the committee of conference on 
he has alluded. 


Latte he ae cornu | 
tovmate the exact question before us. The 


‘now ie. on the amendment of the House, | 


Sea send deat crs | 


move that the Senate proceed : 


any other way by disposing of that report at this 
time. 


will be a 


on that i |; but I 
shall be very glad if the Senator from Michigan 
| be ea subject off his hands by 


having it disposed of. 
| The question being 


taken on Mr, Sroanr’s 
motion by yeas and nays, y 


YE 
Brown, Cooper, Dodge 
Johnson, Pearce, Pratt, 


NAYS Messrs Badger, Bell, Butler, 
Clayton, Dawson, Evans, 
Jones of T ; Pettit, 
ner 2 imcky’ Wade, 
So-the motion was not agreed to. 
DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill granting to railroad companies t! 

| years in which to pay the duties on iron i 


|oa rail pu 3 the 


ing question being 
onan amendment moved by Mr. ‘Tesaenas to 
| add the following as an additional section: 


Seo. —. And be it enacted, Thata similar exten- 


| sion for the payment of all duties now authorized to be col- 
. Eee tariffact of 1846, on salt, » woolen 


and couon goods, is hereby given: Provided, the im- 
porters thereof, under said act, shail give security, pet 

or otherwise, to be approved hy the collector of the customs 
where the goods shall be entered. 


Mr. BRODEIEAD called for the yuna sa 
| and they were ordered, and being taken, resul 
| yeas 7, nays 30; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs, Brodhesd, Butler, Cooper, Evans, Gil- 
| lette, Jones of lowa, and Waiker—7. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Benjamin, Brown, Chase, 
Clay, Clayton, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Fessenden, 
Fizpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Hamlin, Johnson, Jones of Ten- 
negsee, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Slidell, 
Swart, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New 
Jersey, Toucy, Wade, Weller, and Wiison—30, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT. If no further amendment 

proposed the bill will be reported to the Senate 
'| as amended, 

Mr. PEARCE, Before the bill shall be re- 
ported to the Senate, I desire to make a few re- 
marks. I do not pur to enter at length into 
the discussion of the bill. It has been argued very 
elaborately by several gentlemen, and, consi 
the late stage of the ion, i 


’ 
| 


-Mr. JOHNSON, I hope the Senator’s motion 


16, nays: 


Hi 


ie 


more or lessfrom monetary embarrassment. Such 
fluctuations belong to the systems of all nations, 
and most peculiarly to our own, because we have 
“a i 





